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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Greetings Delegates 

It is an absolute honour to welcome you to the Security Council at WELMUN’20. We 
have Varad Venkat and Samanyu Malik as the Directors and Arnav Goel as the 
Rapporteur, making up the Executive Board alongside me. 

Considering the constantly deteriorating situation at the Indo-China border, the 
Security Council will deliberate upon and choose whichever course it deems fit for 
the international community, at the same time, keeping in mind the responsibilities of 
the Council, the extent of this conflict and its various implications around the world. 

I sincerely hope that all the delegates are well versed with the agenda, and will play 
their part in making the committee as interesting as we are hoping to make it. I also 
urge all the delegates to try and gain a holistic understanding of their content and then 
bring more depth and analysis to the arguments they present in the committee. Instead 
of countless assertions, I suggest that everyone prioritises the points he or she will 
talk about in speech, thus explaining those better in the short time available. 

The purview of the agenda at hand goes beyond the imminent military and diplomatic 
crisis. The Executive Board encourages everyone to explore the agenda and go 
beyond the information available in the Background Guide. We hope that the 
committee brings original ideas to the table, and the debate stands at a level several 
notches higher, overall, at the end of the two days.  

Hopefully your experience will be a memorable one, and you will take back loads of 
memories and interesting ideas from WELMUN’20. 

Best Regards, 
The executive Board 

Sannidhya Aggarwal      Varad Venkat         Samanyu Malik          Arnav Goel 
( Chairperson )                  ( Director )             (Director)         ( Rapporteur ) 
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Introduction 

India and China are the two most populous and fastest-growing economies in the 
world. Bilateral relations between the two have been extremely sensitive, with 
numerous standoffs at the border, including war, and short-lasting peace sparse in 
between. 2020 marks the 70th anniversary of the diplomatic relationship between 
India and China, but recent developments along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
have plagued this occasion and led to tension and condemnation. Western Diplomats 
predict war considering the similarity between the ongoing situation and the build-up 
in 1962. However, during a pandemic of such an extent, some believe that the 
conflict will be de-escalated through negotiation like in 1987.  
On the 15th of June, a hand to hand combat erupted between troops from both sides 
in the Galwan Valley of Eastern Ladakh. It lasted up to six hours with the 
involvement of stones, iron rods and clubs in fighting. According to the Indian 
military, the rival troops used batons wrapped in barbed wire and nail-embedded 
clubs and resulted in 20 Indian casualties. While China refused to share the exact 
number of deaths, US intelligence reports at least 35 Chinese casualties. Both 
governments are still fighting over control of the Galwan valley and the immediate 
cause of the skirmish is still unknown.  Nonetheless, China has faced worldwide 
criticism recently because of the origin of COVID-19 and now, its attack at the 
Galwan Valley. On the other hand, India has gathered support from most powers 
across the globe in its planned retaliation of the attack, which it claims, was 
commenced by China.  

This guide encompasses enough historical context to understand the background and 
reasons for the current political scenario, however the EB would urge everyone to use 
this resource for initial understanding only. A detailed timeline of the events that 
occurred in the past and skirmishes between the two countries have been given. 
Recent developments have also been explained for delegates to understand the 
immediate causes. Economic aspects have also been enunciated as they are a crucial 
factor in the bilateral relations of the countries. Delegates are expected to expand the 
purview of their research beyond this document. 

Initial Dispute in Tibet 

In 1950, India was the first non-communist nation to commence diplomatic relations 
with the People's Republic of China. Between the two nations, Tibet was viewed as 
an important territory because of its rich culture and heritage. It was also strategically 
important because the Himalayas provided additional security and acted as a water 
source. Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party considered the  
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territory as solely Chinese and asserted control in 1950. In May 1951, however, an 
agreement was signed between the PRC and the 14th Dalai Lama. It made Tibet an 
official part of Chinese territory, whilst allowing the then government to maintain 
regional autonomy over the region. Moreover, in 1954, India and the PRC entered an 
eight-year contract called the Panchsheel agreement, granting India trading rights in 
Tibet. Panchsheel highlighted the benefits of non-aggression and mutual respect for 
territory. During the period 1954- 1959, despite some border skirmishes, trade and art 
flourished between the two countries and led to overall development for both.  

Aksai Chin and the Sino-Indian War 

India had published maps that included Aksai Chin as its territory, concerning the 
McMahon Line drawn in the Simla Convention of 1914 (signed by the British 
government and Tibet.) However, in 1959, PRC claimed to not have accepted this 
treaty and built a road through the region. This sparked numerous protests across 
India. Furthermore, the Dalai Lama was forced to flee to Dharamshala, Himachal 
Pradesh because of the Tibetan revolt. He formed the Tibetan Government-in-exile.   
China never recognized this government and instead, blamed India for imperialism in 
Tibet. The above reasons led to heavy military build-up and consequently, a war.  

The war of 1962 

On 20th October 1962, a border war broke out between India and China. The war was 
fought on two fronts, eastern and western. Chinese People's Liberation Army sought 
to annex the Chip Chap Valley in the west and the banks of Namka Chu in the west. 
The Chinese forces had advanced sixteen kilometers south of the control line before 
the conflict and had an upper-hand from the beginning. Indian Armed Forces, on the 
other hand, were undermanned and were easily defeated. Within five days, China had 
conquered a substantial amount of territory and Premier Zhou Enlai proposed an 
opportunity for negotiation. However, Jawaharlal Nehru was not certain if the army 
would not take advantage and repeat their offensive. He wanted the creation of a 
larger buffer zone than just the 12 km promised by Zhou. After failed attempts at 
peace, the war resumed in November. New areas including Se La and Bomdi La were 
also attacked and China succeeded in securing its western borders. Once the claim 
line had been reached, China declared a unilateral ceasefire and both the sides 
withdrew. The war meant great casualties on both sides and it coincided with the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Russia was unable to provide its support and just as the United 
States of America sent military aid, the war concluded. India suffered a huge loss and 
some Western nations termed this as a communist assertion of power by China.  

The result of the 1962 war was the formation of the Line of Actual Control or LAC. 
This line divides the border, which is all areas like Aksai Chin and Namka Chu that 
were won over by China on one side and Indian territory on the other.  

Welham Boys’ School Model United Nations 20 Background Guide

3UN SECURITY COUNCIL



Disturbances in Sikkim 

After the 1962 war, China carried out activities on land claimed by India like building 
an all-weather road connecting Pakistan and Xinjiang Autonomous Region. 
Moreover, in the 1965 war, China supported Pakistan, increasing tensions. Sikkim, 
then, was just a protectorate of India. In 1967, two more major conflicts occurred 
here between the nations. In September, at the Nathu La pass, and in October, at the 
Cho La pass, there was heavy firing between the troops which resulted in hundreds of 
deaths on both sides. This is referred to as the second Sino-Indian skirmish after the 
war of 1962.   

With the election of Morarji Desai into office, India renewed efforts to improve 
relations with China, Atal Bihari Bajpayee visited the nation and helped re-establish 
diplomatic ties with the PRC. As a result, the lake Mansarovar and Mount Kailash in 
Tibet were opened to tourists for an annual pilgrimage.  

Arunachal Pradesh Conflicts  

Arunachal Pradesh earlier referred to as the North-East Frontier Agency, is a state in 
the extreme north-east of India. However, China claims this to be false and considers 
it South Tibet. This crisis arose because China denied the Simla Convention and the 
McMahon Line like in the case of Aksai Chin. Arunachal Pradesh is one of the most 
disputed territories between the two nations and between the last 40 years, it has 
witnessed various standoffs.  

 Somdorong Chu Valley 

With the election of Congress leader, Indira Gandhi, stern measures were put into 
place. A large number of troops were deployed on the Line of Actual Control and 
construction work started in controversial areas. In 1986, Arunachal Pradesh was 
proclaimed an Indian state. Active patrol in the Sumdorong Chu Valley, along with 
the statehood of Arunachal Pradesh provoked the PRC to engage in a war-like 
situation with India. Chinese troops occupied Wandung and constructed a military 
post and helipad there, while an Indian battalion was sent to block them from moving 
further. However, a quick de-escalation process was carried out, when N.D Tiwari, 
then foreign minister, went to Beijing for negotiation and both countries withdrew 
their troops from the area.  
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Later Conflicts 

According to the Shimla Convention, Britain had agreed that China exercised control 
over Tibet but it had local autonomy, however, this was changed in 2008, when the 
British Government recognised Chinese sovereignty over Tibet. As a result, Britain 
had denied all claims of the convention, including India's control over the north-
eastern frontier agency and the positioning of the McMahon Line. This outraged 
India as well as Tibet.  

In 2009, the Asian Development Bank provisioned a loan to India for construction 
projects in Arunachal Pradesh, as it recognized it as an Indian state. China did not 
respect this decision and claimed that there is no McMahon Line. The USA and Japan 
were supportive of India and China expressed its condemnation for the three 
countries as well as the Asian Development Bank.  

  
Negotiation and Peace    

After the Sumdorong Chu conflict of 1987, India and China fought in other minor 
standoffs over a span of 40 years including verbal spats over Arunachal Pradesh as 
mentioned above, and a three-week missile conflict in 2013. But the overall period 
1987-2017 is characterized by newfound peace between the two countries and the 
formulation of various cooperation treaties.  

In 1988, Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India visited China to settle border disputes 
and issue a joint communique expressing the need to re-establish relations. Air links 
between the countries were set up and science and technology co-operation was 
enforced. A joint working committee constituting foreign ministers, led by the Indian 
Foreign Secretary and Chinese Vice President of Foreign Affairs, was set up for 
resolution of the border issues. The committee held regular sessions from 1988 to 
1993 and progress was made by mutual troop-reduction. Both armies clarified all 
their planned military activity, including construction, beforehand, to avoid outrage.  

During this time, several Indian officials including President, R. Venkataraman and 
Defence Minister, Sharad Pawar visited China. Chinese premier Li Peng paid a visit 
to India as well in 1991. The sixth and final talk amongst the working committee 
resulted in the signing of a border agreement. The "Agreement on the maintenance of 
peace and tranquility along the Line of Actual Control in the Sino-Indian Border" 
also focused on the flourishment of trade and co-operation on environmental issues, 
along with building confidence between the militaries of both nations.   

In 1994, China emphasized the need to settle the boundary issue. Talks were 
conducted in February, for discussing the positioning of the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) and reducing the army personnel on it. In 1995, tensions reduced further, with 
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peace talks held on combating cross-border crime and ensuring security along the 
LAC. The LAC, including the McMahon Line, was in the process of being 
determined and both sides were almost ready to define it.  

With the entry of India into the 'Nuclear Club' in 1998, China started condemning 
India for its actions. India's tests were possibly in defense of China's nuclear power 
and this led to anger. China also supported Pakistan, soon in the 1999 Kargil War, 
thus, increasing tension between the countries. 

The 21st century commenced with a warming trend in diplomatic relations. In 2003, 
China recognized Indian sovereignty over the state of Sikkim. The year 2004 proved 
to be significant as Sino-Indian trade peaked over 10 billion dollars. Another treaty 
named 'Strategic and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and Prosperity' was signed in 
2005 but had little effect. A major milestone was achieved in 2006 when the Nathu La 
Pass was reopened for tourism and trade. However, this was reversed by the conflict 
of Arunachal Pradesh.  

In a BRICS session, in 2011, India and China restored relations and agreed on joint 
military drills after China scrapped its policy of providing stapled visas to Kashmir 
residents. Moreover, in 2012, the Chinese President told Manmohan Singh, that   "it 
is China's unswerving policy to develop Sino-Indian friendship, deepen strategic 
cooperation and seek common development" and "China hopes to see a peaceful, 
prosperous and continually developing India and is committed to building more 
dynamic China-India relationship. "  
                      
2013 Missile Conflict  

In 2013, India tested its Agni-V missile which could prove detrimental to Chinese 
security. As a result, the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) established a camp 
in Aksai Chin, 30 kilometers south of Daulat Beg Oldi. India claimed that this was 10 
kms on their side of the LAC while China considered this own territory, owing to the 
all-weather road between Pakistan and Xinjiang built in 1962. This resulted in a 
three-week standoff in April which caused great tension within India. In the Indian 
Parliament, the government was condemned and protests grew throughout the 
country. To resolve the issue, foreign minister Salman Khurshid visited China. India, 
consequently, demolished around 250 live-in bunkers in the Chumar sector, as a 
demand of the Chinese army. This meant the withdrawal of the Chinese troops from 
the Line of Actual Control and a resolution to the conflict on May 5th. Nonetheless, 
the Congress government of India was criticized for their handling of the situation 
and lost elections in 2014.  
Bilateral relations worsened with minor disturbances at the border and various 
territorial disputes. The nations hit a low-point in 2017 with the Doklam standoff.  
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DOKLAM STANDOFF 2017 

Doklam is a trijunctional border area situated at the border of India, China and 
Bhutan. The territory is claimed by both China and Bhutan. On June 16, 2017, the 
People's Liberation Army started building a road into Doklam which provoked a 
response from India. India blamed China for violating its agreement of non-
interference in trijunctional points and launched Operational Juniper. Under the 
operation, a total of 270 troops with ammunition entered Doklam through Sikkim to 
restrict construction work. China considered India's allegations false and instead, 
accused India of illegal intrusion. Even Bhutan allied with India and issued a 
demarche demanding immediate stoppage and the maintenance of the status quo.  

The whole operation of building a road posed a direct danger to India. The extension 
of the road into Doklam was supposedly going to lead to the Siliguri Corridor. The 
Siliguri Corridor is a very crucial Indian territory because it connects north-eastern 
India to the mainland. Chinese access to the corridor was viewed as a threat to the 
national security of India and was well enunciated by the Minister of External Affairs, 
Sushma Swaraj. On the other hand, China claimed that according to the Convention 
of Calcutta, 1890, Doklam came under its jurisdiction. It also said that Nehru had 
agreed to the terms of the treaty of 1890. But the Indian media reported that Nehru's 
letter to Premier Zhou in 1959, was in absolute refutation of the convention.  The 
issue was widely debated as both sides were referring to different interpretations of 
the same treaty and that too, in the hidden past.  

The Doklam standoff took a bad turn on 15 August 2017 also, the 70th anniversary of 
India's independence, when several soldiers from both sides were injured. Indian 
troops claimed that Chinese troops were attempting to enter Indian controlled 
territory in Ladakh. A Chinese show - The Spark received huge criticism on Twitter 
for incorrectly portraying Indian culture, giving the wrong facts about the Doklam 
situation and also for racial discrimination.  

On 28 August, after a prolonged skirmish, both sides withdrew their troops.  Bhutan 
respected this decision and India and China agreed to mend relations and prevent a 
situation like Doklam from repetition. On 5 September, Xi Jinping and Narendra 
Modi agreed to maintain peace and tranquility on the border.  

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

The recent developments in the conflict centre around the disputed territory of 
Galwan Valley in the Ladakh region.  
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On June 15, 20 Indian Army personnel were killed in a violent face-off with the 
Chinese Army. These deaths were the first ones reported in over 45 years. The clash 
happened along the Line of Actual Control which was agreed upon following the 
1962 war. The exact causes of the face-off vary from source to source. The Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that the conflict happened because Indian troops had 
deliberately crossed the LAC to provoke and attack Chinese officers and soldiers. 
However, his Indian counterpart, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said that the conflict 
took place because the Chinese sought to erect a structure on the Indian side of the 
Galwan valley. Soldiers have been camped on both sides of the Galwan valley for a 
lot of time. The prolonged standoff started in early May. Early on, there were 
instances of fist-fights, stone-throwing and shouting matches. Peace negotiations 
between the two countries are going on, with the two countries engaging in 
diplomatic talks. 

 As mentioned earlier in the introduction, the condition on the border is very 
ambiguous and one cannot predict in which direction, the two nations will advance. 
However, the UN and the international community want the crisis to be resolved in 
the most peaceful manner possible without any casualties. Following the Galwan 
skirmish on 15 June, the United States, European Union and United Nations called 
for de-escalation and a peaceful resolution. 

International Response 

While neutral states like Australia and Russia have claimed that the issues should be 
solved bilaterally between the two nations, the USA has offered to mediate but also 
criticized China for bullying its neighbours. On 2 June, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Donald Trump discussed the Sino-Indian border dispute, while 
the Indian foreign secretary was with the Russian Ambassador to India, Nikolay R. 
Kudashev. France, Germany, Italy and Japan expressed their condolences for the 
Indian lives that were lost. On 22 June, there were trilateral virtual negotiations 
between India, China and Russia. There is expected to be a settlement on the border 
disputes as well as COVID-19.  

ECONOMIC CONFLICT 

Due to the ongoing conflict, there has been a call to boycott Chinese goods and 
services within India. But the economic relations between India and China are 
complex and intertwined. China accounted for over 5% of India's total exports in the 
financial year 2019-20 and more than 14% of imports. Meaning, India runs a huge 
trade deficit with China, the biggest exporter to India. While the absolute value of 
imports from our neighbour may have fallen, their share in the overall pie rose from 
13.68% in the previous fiscal. India, according to state-backed Invest India data, is 
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the seventh-largest export destination for Chinese products. Chinese exports to India 
comprise smartphones, electrical appliances, power plant inputs, fertilizers, auto 
components, finished steel products, capital goods like power plants, telecom 
equipment, metro rail coaches, iron and steel products, pharmaceutical ingredients, 
chemicals and plastics and engineering goods, among other things, according to the 
Ministry of Commerce. Foreign Direct Investment from Chinese agents has also seen 
a rise in India. Foreign direct investments from China come to metallurgical 
industries, renewable energy (solar panels), electrical equipment, automotive and 
chemicals. This dependence on Chinese products and investments may prove to be 
very difficult for India to overcome. Indian leaders have since taken the initiative to 
emphasize local products and local entrepreneurs. This signals a rise in protectionist 
policies.  

The Belt and Road Initiative  

The Belt and Road Initiative is a multibillion-dollar Chinese plan to assert global 
economic dominance. It has also been called a Chinese Marshall Plan. Belt and Road, 
or yi dai yi lu, is a "21st-century silk road," made up of a "belt" of overland corridors 
and a maritime "road" of shipping lanes. From South-east Asia to Eastern Europe and 
Africa, Belt and Road includes 71 countries that account for half the world's 
population and a quarter of global GDP. As Belt and Road expands in scope so do 
concerns it is a form of economic imperialism that gives China too much leverage 
over other countries, often those that are smaller and poorer. Some speculate that it 
may lead to 'Debt-Trap Diplomacy' on China's part. Some worry expanded Chinese 
commercial presence around the world will eventually lead to the expanded military 
presence. Last year, China established its first overseas military base in Djibouti. 
Analysts say almost all the ports and other transport infrastructure  
being built can be dual-use for commercial and military purposes. Others worry 
China will export its political model. Herbert Wiesner, general secretary of 
Germany's PEN Center, said that human rights are being "left in the ditches by the 
sides of the New Silk Road". Whatever the effects of the initiative may be, it is 
certainly going to create even more problems for India. A new economic corridor 
being built around a country does not signal future economic prosperity. China is 
engaging with India's neighbours and trying to gain favouritism from them. This goes 
against India's desire to create a bipolar or multipolar Asia.  
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CONCLUSION  

The ambiguous status of the border circumstances makes it difficult to find a definite 
resolution to the conflict. At the time when this Background Guide, both nations have 
readily agreed to negotiation talks, however, that does not resolve the issue. Minor 
skirmishes have been very frequent between the two countries and have been 
disturbing the socio-political environment of the whole of Asia.  

China and India play an important role in the functioning of the world and are 
providers of some very important commodities to the entire world. It is important, not 
only for them but for the international community to end this conflict for once and 
all. 

The executive board expects that delegates read in detail about the past standoffs and 
military build-ups between the two countries. We suggest that the delegates tackle the 
issues which are of primary concern and are major reasons for these skirmishes, 
however, the course that committee takes is the prerogative of the delegates only; 
keeping in mind the developments that occur in the near future before taking a stance 
in the committee.  

In the end, the executive board wishes that this online WELMUN conference and 
simulation of the United Nations Security Council will be a delightful and learning 
experience for all delegates. We wish you the best of luck! 

FURTHER READING  

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/pictures-history-india-china-border-
conflict-200617112706985.html 
        
 https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/asievisions34zhangli.pdf 
      
  https://www.jstor.org/stable/24385534 

https://thediplomat.com/2012/08/historys-hostage-china-india-and-the-war-of-1962/ 

https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/india-china_conflicts.htm 

Welham Boys’ School Model United Nations 20 Background Guide

UN SECURITY COUNCIL 9



https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-the-doklam-issue-all-about/
article22536937.ece 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/the-big-lesson-of-the-india-china-conflict-borders-
dont-work-at-high-altitude/ 

https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/42_4/chinas-belt-and-road-initiative-and-indias-
concerns 

NOTE: The background guide cannot be used as evidence for any claims made in the 
committee.  

DOCUMENTATION 

Documentation will play a major role in the marking of delegates, as crisis 
management will primarily be done through communiques and directives. Always 
keep in consideration that to take an action on any matter regarding someone, the 
consent of the particular portfolio is required so make sure that you lobby 
accordingly.  

Communiques: 

Communiques are of two types: private and public  

Private communiques may be jointly or singularly authored by portfolios who wish to 
take an action. The actions taken through private communiques will not be read out to 
the committee and the result of the communique may come up as a crisis for the rest 
of the committee. 
Private communiques can be orders that one delegate gives to the other in order to 
carry out the operation. 

Public communiques are sent by a delegate to the rest of the committee wherein the 
proposed plan of action is read out to the whole committee. 

Directives : 
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Directives are plan of actions that will be voted upon by the committee. A directive is 
a powerful piece of documentation that has the power to take actions. In order to 
solve the crisis, delegates will be expected to pass directives in short notice of time to 
prevent further crisis from taking place.  
Since directives are actions that are always put into effect, make sure that these 
directives are detailed and have the ability to make the plan successful.  

POSITION PAPERS 

The delegates are expected to submit position papers for the agenda to the 
Chairperson. Position papers helps the Executive Board to figure out different stances 
that delegates have on the agenda and how well are they able to carry out the same 
during the committee.   

The Position papers should include the following details: 

• Allocation of the delegate  

• Your stance regarding this agenda  

• Your proposed plan of action  

• Any information regarding your portfolio that you think that the Executive 
Board members should know  

• You may also write your expectations as to how this committee should progress  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