
 
 

PORTFOLIOS
Cyrille Adoula                                               
Cyrille Adoula was a trade unionist and politician, he was a member of 
Mouvement National Congolais. He headed the civilian government formed after 
Mobuto’s First Coup form 2 August 1961 to 30 June 1964. In 1961 he had to face 
three problems, an undisciplined rabble wearing soldiers' uniforms; active threats 

of Communist penetration, and the secession of Katanga Province. Adoula’s 
inability to deal effectively with the Katanga secession and his decision to 
dissolve the parliament in September 1963 critically undermined his popularity. 

Joseph Ileo 
Joseph Ileo was a pacifist, who served as the prime minister of Congo after 
Lumumba and before Adoula. He believed that Congo’s future was in a loose 
federation of states since Congo is not a people, it is a collection of different 
ethnic groups, each of which is a people.  He held the following political offices:-
June-September 1960 - Chairman of the Senate,
September 1960 and February-August 1961 - The Prime Minister of the Republic 
of the Congo, was under the strict control of the military,
1960-1961 - Minister of Information,
1963-1965 - government representative in Katanga province,
1965 - elected to the Senate.

Moishe Tshombe  
Tshombe came from a wealthy family and at his father’s death inherited sizable 
business holdings. After the businesses began to fail, however, Tshombe turned to 
politics. Being a federationist, he  took advantage of an armed mutiny to 
announce the secession of mineral-rich Katanga province in July 1960. With 
covert military and technical assistance from Belgium and the aid of a white 
mercenary force, Tshombe maintained his independent Republic of Katanga for 
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Cyrille Adoula was a trade unionist and politician, he was a member of Mouvement National Congolais. He 
headed the civilian government formed after Mobuto’s First Coup form 2 August 1961 to 30 June 1964. In 
1961 he had to face three problems, an undisciplined rabble wearing soldiers' uniforms; active threats of 
Communist penetration, and the secession of Katanga Province. Adoula’s inability to deal effectively with 
the Katanga secession and his decision to dissolve the parliament in September 1963 critically undermined 
his popularity.  

Joseph Ileo   
Joseph Ileo was a pacifist, who served as the prime minister of Congo after Lumumba and before Adoula. He 
believed that Congo’s future was in a loose federation of states since Congo is not a people, it is a collection 
of different ethnic groups, each of which is a people.  He held the following political offices:- 
June-September 1960 - Chairman of the Senate, 
September 1960 and February-August 1961 - The Prime Minister of the Republic of the Congo, was under 
the strict control of the military, 
1960-1961 - Minister of Information, 
1963-1965 - government representative in Katanga province, 
1965 - elected to the Senate. 

Moishe Tshombe   
Tshombe came from a wealthy family and at his father’s death inherited sizable business holdings. After the 
businesses began to fail, however, Tshombe turned to politics. Being a federationist, he  took advantage of an 
armed mutiny to announce the secession of mineral-rich Katanga province in July 1960. With covert military 
and technical assistance from Belgium and the aid of a white mercenary force, Tshombe maintained his 
independent Republic of Katanga for three years, serving as its Prime Minister. He also served as the prime 
minister (premier) of the Congo Republic from 1964 to 1965 

Joseph Kasavubu     
Kasavubu became president (1955) of Abako (Alliance des Ba-Kongo), the powerful cultural-political 
association of the Bakongo. Kasavubu was a statesman and first president of the independent Congo republic 
from 1960 to 1965.  With the backing of the army under Colonel Joseph Mobutu, Kasavubu dismissed 
Lumumba and appointed a new government. Kasavubu then tacitly supported Mobuto’s first coup in late 
1960 and later engineered the accession of Tshombe to the premiership in 1964. Kasavubu’s role in 
Congolese politics effectively ended, however, with Mobutu’s second, and final overthrow of the 
government in 1965. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/technical-assistance
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Belgium
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Abako-Party
https://www.britannica.com/topic/president-government-official
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mobutu-Sese-Seko
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Albert Kalonji    
Albert Kalonji, former ruler of the secessionist “Mining State” of South Kasai.The  34-year-old Baluba 
chieftain was known as “Mulopwe” (god emperor) to his Baluba subjects. South Kasai became an 
autonomous region on 8 August 1960, ruled by Alber Kalonji and then by Albert.Kalonji's reign, however, 
proved to be short-lived. As preparation for the invasion of Katanga, Congolese government troops invaded 
and occupied South Kasai, becoming involved in ethnic-based violence and displacing thousands of Baluba. 
On 30 December, Kalonji was arrested.He did manage to escape shortly afterwards. The administrative 
apparatus of South Kasai survived, under Congolese occupation, until a coup d'état was led against 
Kalonjists by the state's Prime Minister, Joseph Ngalula, in October 1962 when the state returned to the 
Congo 

Antoine Gizenga    
He is regarded as the political heir of Premier Patrice Lumumba, who was murdered in February, 1961, and 
the leading leftist figure in the Congo.In 1960, when Patrice Lumumba was placed under house arrest by the 
head of the Congolese national army (ANC) at the time, Joseph-Désiré Mobutu, Antoine Gizenga fled the 
capital to install the government in Stanleyville believing itself to be the sole legitimate authority in the 
country and taking the head of the People's Republic of the Congo, a rebellion then recognized by 21 
countries in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe in February 1961 .Shortly after Mr. Lumumba's assassination in 
early 1961, he returned to the capital, where he was briefly imprisoned. After the Lovanium conclave in 
August 1961, he was appointed Deputy Prime Minister in the government of Cyrille Adoula. Dismissed 
some time later, he was imprisoned until 1964 on Bula Mbemba Island at the mouth of the Congo River. 

                                                                                                     

Justin Marie Bomboko   
Justin Marie Bomboko was a Congolese politician and statesman. He was a post graduate in the subject of 
sociology from the Brussels University. .He is often called "The Father of Independence'' for the Congolese. 
He was the Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Congo under Prime Minister Lumumba. He served as leader 
of the Congolese government as chairman of the College of Commissioners, after Mobuto took over Congo 
in the name of the army and retained his post as Foriegn minister.He was one of the most active figures in the 
new and aggressive policy of the central congolese government. He also served as Foreign Minister for three 
different tenures: 1960–1963, 1965–1969, and again in 1981. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_Foreign_Affairs_(Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo)
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Christophe Gbenye  
Christophe Gbenye, a radical nationalist whose brutal rebel warriors seized control of eastern Congo in 1964 
and held hundreds of foreigners hostage until they were rescued by Belgian paratroopers dropping from 
American planes. A deputy mayor in Stanleyville and an elected member of the Chamber of Deputies in the 
first Congo government, he served until Mr. Lumumba was ousted in 1960. In 1964 he became one of the 
leaders of the simba rebellion. Mr. Gbenye declared himself president of a people’s republic, which received 
support from Eastern bloc countries and was dedicated to overthrowing what the Western-backed premier, 
Moise Tshombe, called his national reconciliation government. 

Évariste Kimba  
Evariste Kimba was a BALUBAKAT politician from North Katanga who served as Tshombe’s Foreign 
Minister during secession and whose brief designation as national Prime Minister but the parliament refused 
to endorse him as prime minister. This led to General Mobuto mounting a coup d'etat. He was very close to 
President Kasavubu and was even considered his protege. 

Laurent Kabila  
In 1960 Kabila became a youth leader in a political party allied to Congo’s first post independence prime 
minister, Patrice Lumumba. In 1961 Lumumba was deposed by Mobutu and later killed. Assisted for a time 
in 1964 by guerrilla leader Che Guevara, Kabila helped Lumumba supporters lead a revolt that was 
eventually suppressed in 1965 by the Congolese army led by Mobutu, who seized power later that year.  

Jean Bolikango  
Jean Bolikango or Bolikango was a Congolese educator, writer, and conservative politician. He served twice 
as Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of the Congo , in September 1960 and from February to August 
1962. He lost his post as Audola decided to downsize his government. Enjoying substantial popularity among 
the Bangala people, he headed the Parti de l'Unité Nationale and worked as a key opposition member in 
Parliament in the early 1960s. After the conference Bolikango helped to mediate negotiations between 
Adoula and secessionist figure Moïse Tshombe, leader of the breakaway State of Katanga. Bolikango 
claimed that he alone could resolve the situation by sitting "Bantu fashion with legs out stretched" around a 
table with Tshombe. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/congothedemocraticrepublicof/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-party
https://www.britannica.com/topic/prime-minister
https://www.britannica.com/topic/prime-minister
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Patrice-Lumumba
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Che-Guevara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_Congo_(L%25C3%25A9opoldville)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangala_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mo%25C3%25AFse_Tshombe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Katanga
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Jerome Anany  
Anany was the minister of defense under Cyrille Audola. He opposed the plan to ask the U.N. for help to 
quell the Kwilu rebellion and stood against Justin Bomboko.He took charge of operations in Kwilu where he 
went in January 1964 accompanied by Mobutu to quell the rebellion of Pierre Mulele. 

Louis Bobozo  
Following independence and the Force Publique mutinied to protest poor conditions. African officers were 
appointed to replace European personnel to try and alleviate the problem, and Mobutu was made chief-of-staff of 
the force, renamed the Armée Nationale Congolaise (ANC). Due to the upheaval in the officer corps and his 
family ties with Mobutu, Bobozo was quickly promoted to colonel and put in charge of the garrison of Camp 
Hardy in Thysville. He briefly acted as interim commander-in-chief of the army in October. In 1963 he was put in 
charge of a new unit, the fourth groupement (regiment) of South Katanga. In July 1964 he was promoted to the 
rank of major general. 

Joseph Mobutu  
Mobutu was an extremely important figure in the history of the Congo Crisis, He was named chief of army 
staff when the military was being africanised. Mobuto mounted a bloodless coup and took power from both 
Lumumba and Kasavubu. He handed over power to a civilian government in August 1961. During his rule, 
Lumumba was assassinated and Mobutu is suspected to have a hand in it. He mounted a second coup in 
November 1965, taking over power for the next three decades, becoming a military dictat   

Andrew W. Cordier  
 Cordier served as Undersecretary in Charge of General Assembly and Related Affairs and took on 
assignments as a special representative of the Secretary General in the Korean War and the Suez Canal and 
Congo crisis.Cordier was considered responsible for facilitating the first US-supported coup against Congo 
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba by closing airports and radio stations to him while his opponents had such 
facilities available to them. Both Belgian and UN documents show Cordier as doing this purposefully. 

Theo lefvre  
Théodore Joseph Albéric Marie "Théo" Lefèvre became deputy of the Belgian parliament for the PSC-CVP. 
Between 25 April 1961 and 28 July 1965 he was the 39th Prime Minister of Belgium.Lefevre served as 
Chairman of the PSC-CVP from 1950 to 1961, and he became the leader of a coalition government with the 
socialists after the fall of Gaston Eyskens' government in 1961. Lefevre oversaw Belgium's intervention in 
the Congo Crisis in Operation Dragon Rouge, and he also oversaw the passage of a health care reform that 
was passed only after several concessions were made. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suez_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congo_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congo_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrice_Lumumba
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Joseph Kasongo  
Joseph-Georges Kasongowas a Tanganyikan-born Congolese lawyer, businessman, and politician who served 
as the first President of the Chamber of Deputies of the Republic of the Congo . He later held office as a 
deputy prime minister and as a senator. On 17 April 1963 Kasongo was made Deputy Prime Minister with 
responsibility for the Economic Coordination portfolio in Cyrille Adoula's new government. That same 
month the MNC central committee, under the control of radical Christophe Gbenye, ejected Kasongo from 
the party. Kasongo subsequently formed his own wing of the MNC   

Andrei Gromyko  
Andrei Andreyevich Gromyko was a Soviet Belarusian communist politician during the Cold War. 
He served as Minister of Foreign Affairs (1957–1985) and as Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet (1985–1988). Gromyko was responsible for many top decisions on Soviet foreign 
policy until he retired in 1988. In the 1940s Western pundits called him Mr. Nyet ("Mr. No") or "Grim 
Grom", because of his frequent use of the Soviet veto in the United Nations Security Council. 
  

Larry Devlin  
Larry Devlin was a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) field officer. Stationed for many years in 
Africa, he was CIA station chief in the Democratic Republic of the Congo during the Congo Crisis 
when Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba, the hero of Congolese independence, was assassinated 
on 17 January 1961 in a US-sponsored plot. 

Jason Sendwe  
Jason Sendwe was a Congolese politician and a leader of the Association Générale des Baluba du 
Katanga (BALUBAKAT) party. He served as Second Deputy Prime Minister of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (then Republic of the Congo) from August 1961 until January 1963, and as 
President of the Province of North Katanga from September 1963 until his death with a brief 
interruption. 

US Representative 1   
US Representative 2   
US Representative 3   

Belgian Representative 1 
Beligian Representative 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanganyika_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_(Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_Congo_(Leopoldville)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrille_Adoula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christophe_Gbenye
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Russian Representative 1 
Russian Representative 2 
Russian Representative 3 
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