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1. Secretary Of State  

The United States secretary of state implements foreign policy for the U.S. government as the head of the 

U.S. Department of State. Created in 1789, the Cabinet position is analogous to a foreign minister in other 

countries. 

The president of the United States specifies the secretary of state and, following a confirmation hearing 

before the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, is approved by the United States Senate. The secretary 

of state and the secretary of the treasury, secretary of defense, and attorney general are usually regarded as 

the four most crucial Cabinet members because of the influence of their respective departments. 

 Dean Rusk (Secretary of State): During the John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson administrations, who 

became a target of anti-war hostility, they consistently defended the United States’ participation in the 

Vietnam War. Dean Rusk supported dignified diplomacy with the Soviet Union, emphasizing civility and 

communication, and took a diplomatic standpoint while defusing the Cuban Missile Crisis. Rusk believed 

the U.S. should provide emerging nations with humanitarian aid to lead them to democracy quicker when 

it comes to foreign policy. 

During World War II, Rusk served Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell as deputy chief of staff for the China-Burma-

India theatre. After the war, he held positions in both the state and war departments. However, Rusk’s 

characteristically calm and reticent personality contributed to the State Department’s reduced role in 

national policymaking. 

2. Vice President 

The United States vice president is the second-highest officer in the executive office of the U.S. federal 

government, after the president of the United States, and ranks first in the presidential line of succession. 

The vice president is also an officer in the legislative branch, as the president of the Senate. The modern 

vice presidency is a position of significant authority and is widely regarded as an integral part of a 

president's administration. While the exact nature of the role varies in each administration, most modern 

vice presidents serve as key presidential advisors, governing partners, and president representatives. The 

vice president is also a statutory member of the National Security Council and thus plays a notable role in 

national security matters. 

Lyndon Johnson (Vice President): A moderate Democrat and vigorous leader in the United States Senate, 

Johnson was elected vice president in 1960. Before becoming the Vice-President under Kennedy, Johnson 

served in the House of Representatives for six terms, followed by two terms in the Senate. While serving 

in the Senate, Johnson embraced the containment theory in Vietnam and crafted two civil rights measures.  
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3. Secretary of Defense  

The United States secretary of defense is the head and chief executive officer of the United States 

Department of Defense, the executive department of the U.S. Armed Forces. The secretary of defense's 

position of command and authority over the military is second only to that of the president of the United 

States, who is the commander-in-chief. This position corresponds to what is commonly known as a defense 

minister in many other countries. The secretary of defense is appointed by the president with the 

consultation and consent of the Senate and is by custom a member of the Cabinet and by law a member of 

the National Security Council. The secretary of defense is in the chain of command and exercises command 

and control, for both operational and administrative purposes, overall service branches administered by the 

Department of Defense – the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Space Force – as well as the Coast 

Guard when its command and control is transferred to the Department of Defense.  

Robert McNamara (Secretary of Defense): U.S. secretary of defense from 1961 to 1968 who revamped 

Pentagon operations and played a significant role in the nation’s military involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Disqualified from combat duty during World War II by poor vision, he developed logistical regularities for 

bomber raids and statistical approaches for monitoring troops and supplies. 

Later, McNamara joined the John F. Kennedy administration as secretary of defense. In his new profession, 

he successfully gained control of Pentagon operations and the military bureaucracy, encouraged the 

modernization of the armed forces, restructured budget procedures, and cut costs by refusing to spend 

money on what he believed were unnecessary or obsolete weapons systems. McNamara was also at the 

center of a drive to alter U.S. military strategy from the “massive retaliation” of the Eisenhower years to a 

“flexible response,” emphasizing counterinsurgency techniques and second-strike nuclear-missile 

capability.  

4. Secretary of Treasury 

The United States secretary of the treasury is the head of the United States Department of the Treasury, 

which is concerned with all financial and monetary matters relating to the federal government. The secretary 

of the treasury is the principal economic advisor to the president of the United States and plays a critical 

role in policy-making by bringing an economic and government financial policy perspective to issues facing 

the federal government. The secretary of the treasury is a member of the United States Cabinet, and is 

nominated by the president of the United States. Nominees for Secretary of the Treasury undergo a 

confirmation hearing before the United States Senate Committee on Finance, prior to a vote by the United 

States Senate. 

The secretary of the treasury, the secretary of state, the attorney general, and the secretary of defense are 

generally regarded as the four most important Cabinet officials, due to the size and importance of their 

respective departments. The secretary of the treasury is a statutory member of the United States National 

Security Council and is fifth in the United States presidential line of succession. 

C. Douglass Dillon (Secretary of Treasury): At the start of the crisis, Dillon favored a military strike. 

However, as debates among the Executive Committee of the National Security Council (EXCOMM) 

continued, Dillon ultimately changed his opinion to support a blockade, refuse negotiations, and threaten 

military action. As a Republican Secretary of Treasure serving a liberal President, Dillon was constantly 

working to improve the U.S. economy in a more conservative manner, from encouraging an increase in 

exports to pressuring to Congress to pass more tax cuts. 
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5. United States National Security Advisor  

The National Security Advisor serves as the principal advisor to the President of the United States on all 

national security issues. The National Security Advisor is appointed by the President and does not require 

confirmation by the United States Senate. 

The National Security Advisor is a staff position in the Executive Office of the President and does not have 

line or budget authority over either the Department of State or the Department of Defense, unlike the 

Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense, who are Senate-confirmed officials with statutory authority 

over their departments. The National Security Advisor is able to offer daily advice (due to the proximity) 

to the president independently of the vested interests of the large bureaucracies and clientele of those 

departments In times of crisis, the National Security Advisor is likely to operate from the White House 

Situation Room or the Presidential Emergency Operations Center, updating the president on the latest 

events in a crisis situation. 

McGeorge Bundy (United States National Security Advisor): American public official and educator, 

one of the main architects of U.S. foreign policy in the administrations of presidents John F. Kennedy and 

Lyndon B. Johnson. Bundy supported Kennedy for president in 1960 and in 1961 was made special assistant 

for national security affairs, a post he retained in the Johnson administration. Under Johnson, Bundy was a 

forceful advocate of expanding the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam War.  

  

6. Ambassador At Large For Soviet Affairs 

Llewellyn Thompson (Ambassador at Large): Thompson was one of the key advisors of Kennedy’s key 

advisors throughout the Kennedy Administration and encouraged him to persue a naval blockade of Cuba 

instead of any form of invasion or airstrike. Thompson believed that the Soviet Union placed the missiles 

in Cuba with hopes of bargaining, not threatening. 

 

 7. Attorney General 

The United States attorney general leads the United States Department of Justice, and is the chief lawyer 

of the federal government of the United States. The attorney general serves as the principal advisor to the 

president of the United States on all legal matters. The attorney general is a statutory member of the Cabinet 

of the United States. 

Under the Appointments Clause of the United States Constitution, the officeholder is nominated by the 

president of the United States, and then appointed with the advice and consent of the United States Senate. 

The attorney general is supported by the Office of the Attorney General, which includes executive staff and 

several deputies. 

 

Robert Kennedy (Attorney General): U.S. attorney general and adviser during the administration of his 

brother Pres. John F. Kennedy (1961–63).Prior to the missiles arriving in Cuba, Robert Kennedy had been 

preparing attacks and situations to destabilize Castro and his government. With that idea in mind Attorney 

General, Robert Kennedy originally had a different proposal compared to other members of EXCOMM; 

one which favored the invasion of Cuba. 
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8. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff  

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is, by law, the highest-ranking military officer of the United States 

Armed Forces, and the principal military adviser to the president of the United States. He leads the meetings 

and coordinates the efforts of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, comprising the chairman, the vice chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, the chief of staff of the United States Army, the commandant of the United States 

Marine Corps, the chief of naval operations, the chief of staff of the United States Air Force, the Chief of 

Space Operations (statutory member after December 2020), and the chief of the National Guard Bureau. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have offices in the Pentagon. The chairman outranks all service chiefs, but does 

not maintain authority over them, their branches or the Unified Combatant Commands. All combatant 

commanders receive their orders directly from the secretary of defense. 

General Maxwell Taylor (Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff): Appointed just two weeks before the 

crisis, Taylor believed the best solution would be to launch airstrikes against Cuba, quarantine the Island 

through a naval blockade, and prepare an invasion of the island. 

 

9. Chief of Naval Operations  

The chief of naval operations (CNO) is the professional head of the United States Navy. The position is a 

statutory office held by an admiral who is a military adviser and deputy to the secretary of the Navy. In a 

separate capacity as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the CNO is a military adviser to the National 

Security Council, the Homeland Security Council, the secretary of defense, and the president. 

Despite the title, the CNO does not have operational command authority over naval forces. The CNO is an 

administrative position based in the Pentagon, and exercises supervision of Navy organizations as the 

designee of the secretary of the Navy. Operational command of naval forces falls within the purview of the 

combatant commanders who report to the secretary of defense. 

George Anderson (Chief of Naval Operations): Chief Anderson thought the best solution to the crisis 

was to confront Cuba with a military invasion which would have eliminated both the missiles and the 

communist Cuban government. Anderson did not believe, as many did in the EXCOMM meetings, that the 

Soviets would get involved in a nuclear war over this situation. 

 

10. Chief of Staff of Army 

The chief of staff of the Army (CSA) is the service chief of the United States Army. As the highest ranking 

officer assigned to serve in the Department of the Army, the chief is the principal military advisor and a 

deputy to the secretary of the Army. In a separate capacity, the CSA is a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

and, thereby, a military advisor to the National Security Council, the secretary of defense, and the president 

of the United States. The CSA is typically the highest-ranking officer on active duty in the U.S. Army 

unless the chairman or the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are Army officers. 

The chief of staff of the Army is an administrative position based in the Pentagon.  

Earle Gilmore Wheeler (Chief of Staff Army): Wheeler was a United States Army general who served 

as Chief of Staff of the United States Army from 1962.  
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11. Chief of Staff of U.S. Airforce 

The chief of staff of the Air is a statutory office held by a general in the United States Air Force, and as 

such is the principal military advisor to the secretary of the Air Force on matter pertaining to the Air Force; 

and is in a separate capacity a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and thereby a military adviser to the 

National Security Council, the secretary of defense, and the President. The chief of staff is typically the 

highest-ranking officer on active duty in the Air Force unless the chairman and/or the vice chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff are Air Force officers. The chief of staff of the Air Force is an administrative position 

based in the Pentagon, and while the chief of staff does not have operational command authority over Air 

Force forces. 

Curtis LeMay (Chief of Staff of U.S. Airforce): LeMay strongly favored an airstrike or invasion on Cuba, 

believing that just a simple blockade would be too weak. He had risen to the rank of major by the time of 

Japan's Attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 and the United States’ subsequent entry into World War 

II. He commanded the 305th Operations Group from October 1942 until September 1943, and the 3rd Air 

Division in the European theatre of World War II until August 1944, when he was transferred to the China 

Burma India Theater. He was then placed in command of strategic bombing operations against Japan, 

planning and executing a massive fire bombing campaign against Japanese cities and Operation Starvation, 

a crippling minelaying campaign in Japan's internal waterways. 

12. Director of CIA 

The director of the Central Intelligence Agency is a statutory office that functions as the head of the Central 

Intelligence Agency, which in turn is a part of the United States Intelligence Community. The role of the 

Director of the CIA is to manage the Agency's intelligence collection, analysis, and covert action, 

counterintelligence, and liaison relationships with foreign services. The D/CIA also oversees the 

management of foreign intelligence acquired by human sources. 

John McCone (Director of CIA): CIA Director McCone foresaw the Soviet development of missiles and 

ordered the spy planes which discovered them. He had a strong belief warning period to remove the 

missiles. McCone did not think a blockade would be effective because the Cubans could easily launch the 

missiles against the United States. 

 

13. Director of FBI  

The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation is the head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 

United States' primary federal law enforcement agency, and is responsible for its day-to-day operations. 

The FBI Director is appointed for a single 10-year term by the President of the United States and confirmed 

by the Senate. The FBI is an agency within the Department of Justice (DOJ), and thus the Director reports 

to the Attorney General of the United States. 

John Edgar Hoover (Director of FBI): was an American law enforcement administrator who served as 

the first Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the United States. He was appointed 

director of the Bureau of Investigation – the FBI's predecessor – in 1924 and was instrumental in founding 

the FBI in 1935. 
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14.  Deputy Secretary of Defense 

The deputy secretary of defense is a statutory office and the second-highest-ranking official in the 

Department of Defense of the United States of America. The deputy secretary is the principal civilian 

deputy to the secretary of defense, and is appointed by the president, with the advice and consent of the 

Senate. By delegation, the deputy secretary of defense has full power and authority to act for the secretary 

of defense and to exercise the powers of the secretary of defense on any and all matters for which the 

secretary is authorized to act pursuant to statute or executive order. The deputy secretary is first in the line 

of succession to the secretary of defense. 

Roswell Gilpatric (Deputy Secretary of Defense): he played a pivotal role in the high-stake strategies of 

the Cuban Missile Crisis, advising President John F. Kennedy as well as Robert McNamara and Bundy on 

dealing with the Soviet nuclear missile threat. 

 

15. Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs  

Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs or ASD (ISA) is the principal advisor to 

the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and the United States Secretary of Defense on international 

security strategy and policy on issues of Department of Defense (DoD) interest related to the governments 

and defense establishments of the nations and international organizations of Europe (including the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization), the Middle East, Africa, and the Western Hemisphere. The ASD (ISA) also 

oversees security cooperation programs and foreign military sales programs in these regions. Despite the 

broad title of the office, the ASD (ISA) does not develop policy related to Asia, the Pacific region, Latin 

America, or South America. 

Paul Nitze (Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs): Nitze was one of the 

hawkish members of EXCOMM, calling for an immediate airstrike due to the missiles dramatically altering 

the nuclear balance between the U.S. and Soviet Union. During his time in the political realm, Nitze 

constantly called for a buildup of military spending in the U.S. to prevent the Soviet threat of communism 

from spreading. 

 16. US ambassador to UN 

The United States ambassador to the United Nations is the leader of the U.S. delegation, the U.S. Mission 

to the United Nations. The position is formally known as the permanent representative of the United States 

of America to the United Nations, with the rank and status of ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary, 

and representative of the United States of America in the United Nations Security Council. The deputy 

ambassador assumes the duties of the ambassador in his or her absence. As with all United States 

ambassadors, the ambassador to the UN and the deputy ambassador are nominated by the president of the 

United States and confirmed by the Senate. The ambassador serves at the pleasure of the president, and 

enjoys full diplomatic immunity. 

Adlai Stevenson II (US ambassador to UN): Stevenson was a fiery orator, his most notable moment as 

U.S. Representative to the United Nations came during his “Over My Dead Body” speech during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. In one of the most memorable moments in UN history Stevenson asked the Soviet 

Representative if he was installing nuclear weapons in Cuba, and said that he was willing to wait for his 

answer until hell freezes over. 
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 17.   Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs of the United States 

The Under Secretary for Political Affairs is currently the fourth-ranking position in the United States 

Department of State, after the Secretary, the Deputy Secretary and the Deputy Secretary of State for 

Management and Resources. The Under Secretary serves as the day-to-day manager of overall regional and 

bilateral policy issues, and oversees the bureaus for Africa, East Asia and the Pacific, Europe and Eurasia, 

the Near East, South and Central Asia, the Western Hemisphere, and International Organizations. The 

Under Secretary is advised by Assistant Secretaries of the geographic bureaus, who guide U.S. diplomatic 

missions within their regional jurisdiction. 

  

George C. McGhee (Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs of the United States): At the 

beginning of World War II McGhee was a member of the staff of the Office of Production Management 

and a member of the War Production Board. Commissioned into the U.S. Navy, McGhee served as a naval 

air intelligence officer on the staff of Army Air Force General Curtis E. LeMay, for which he was awarded 

the Legion of Merit. 

Following the war he was recruited to the U.S. State Department by then-Undersecretary of State William 

L. Clayton, joining in 1946. He served as U.S. Ambassador to Turkey in 1952–1953, where he supported 

their successful bid for NATO membership. McGhee was instrumental in dealings with the Republic of the 

Congo and the Dominican Republic in the early 1960s.  

  

 

18. Deputy Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
 

The Deputy Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (DD/CIA) is a statutory office and the second-

highest official of the Central Intelligence Agency. The DD/CIA assists the Director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency (D/CIA) and is authorized to exercise the powers of the D/CIA when the Director's 

position is vacant or in the Director's absence or disability. 

Under current law, the Deputy Director is appointed by the President of the United States and is not required 

to be confirmed by the United States Senate. 

  

 Marshall Carter (Deputy Director of the Central Intelligence Agency): He graduated from the United 

States Military Academy in 1931 and took an M.S. degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

in 1936. 

Carter served as an aide to General George C. Marshall during Marshall's time as Chief of Staff of the 

United States Army, Secretary of State, and Secretary of Defense. Carter, then a lieutenant general, served 

as Deputy Director of Central Intelligence from April 3, 1962, to April 28, 1965.  

  

During the early months of the administration, Sorensen's responsibilities concerned the domestic agenda. 

After the Bay of Pigs debacle, Kennedy asked Sorensen to participate in foreign policy discussions as well. 

During the Cuban Missile Crisis, Sorensen served as a member of ExComm and was named by Secretary 

of Defense Robert S. McNamara as one of the "true inner circle" members who advised the president, the 

others being Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, National Security Adviser McGeorge Bundy, Secretary 

of State Dean Rusk, General Maxwell D. Taylor (chairman of the Joint Chiefs), former ambassador to the 

USSR Llewellyn Thompson, and McNamara himself. Sorensen played a critical role in drafting Kennedy's 

correspondence with Nikita Khrushchev and worked on Kennedy's first address to the nation about the 

crisis on October 22. 

  

 

 

 



 

Welham Boys’ School Model United Nations 21                                 Portfolio Matrix 

 

 The President’s Special Committee on Containing Communism       

19. United States Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs 
 

The Department of State created the position of Assistant Secretary of State for American Republic 

Affairs during the general reorganization of December 20, 1944, after Congress had authorized an increase 

in the number of Assistant Secretaries of State from four to six. This reorganization was the first to assign 

substantive designations to specific Assistant Secretary Positions. The position was temporarily 

discontinued between June 1947 and June 1949, when American Republic Affairs were handled by an 

Assistant Secretary for Political Affairs. 

Edwin M. Martin (United States Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs): He 

was educated at Northwestern University, receiving a B.A. in 1929. He stayed at Northwestern until 1935 

as a graduate student in the political science department, but did not receive another degree. Martin became 

an economist at the Central Statistical Board within the Commerce Department in 1935. A year later, he 

married Margaret Milburn of Baltimore, Maryland. The Martins had a daughter and a son. From 1938 to 

1940, Martin served with the Bureau of Labor Statistics. During World War II, Martin served with the War 

Production Board from 1940 to 1944. He became Chief of the Urgency Ratings Division in 1943. In 1944, 

he joined the Office of Strategic Services as Deputy Chief of Division. 

In March 1962, President John F. Kennedy appointed Martin as Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-

American Affairs, a position he held until January 2, 1964. In that post, he helped direct new Kennedy 

administration policies toward Latin America, including managing U.S. involvement in the Alliance for 

Progress. Martin was responsible for Latin American affairs during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 

20. White House Counsel  

The White House counsel is a senior staff appointee of the president of the United States whose role is to 

advise the president on all legal issues concerning the president and their administration. The White House 

counsel also oversees the Office of White House Counsel, a team of lawyers and support staff who provide 

legal guidance for the president and the White House Office.  

The Office of Counsel to the President and Vice President was created in 1943, and is responsible for 

advising on all legal aspects of policy questions; legal issues arising in connection with the President's 

decision to sign or veto legislation, ethical questions, financial disclosures; and conflicts of interest during 

employment and post-employment. The Counsel's office also helps define the line between official and 

political activities, oversees executive appointments and judicial selection, handles presidential pardons, 

reviews legislation and presidential statements, and handles lawsuits against the president in his role as 

president, as well as serving as the White House contact for the Department of Justice. 

Theodore Chaikin Sorensen (White House counsel): Sorensen was President Kennedy's special counsel, 

adviser, and primary speechwriter, the role for which he is remembered best.  

During the early months of the administration, Sorensen's responsibilities concerned the domestic agenda. 

After the Bay of Pigs debacle, Kennedy asked Sorensen to participate with foreign policy discussions as 

well. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, Sorensen served as a member of ExComm. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speechwriter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Pigs_Invasion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_relations_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EXCOMM
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21.  Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs  

Ural Alexis Johnson (Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs): Johnson entered the United States 

Foreign Service in 1935. After serving in Tokyo, Seoul, South Korea, Mukden (now Shenyang, where he 

was interned at the start of World War II), and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, he was assigned as Consul and later 

Consul General at Yokohama, Japan from 1945 to 1949. From 1949 to 1953, he served in various positions 

in the Department of State's Far East Bureau, mainly concerned with Japan and Korea, rising to be Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of State with responsibilities for the entire bureau. 

He was Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs and in the Excomm from 1961 to 1964. From 1964 to 

1965, he was Deputy Ambassador to the Republic of Vietnam. In 1965, he returned to the position of 

Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs from 1965 to 1966. After the Independence of Bangladesh, he 

said Bangladesh would be always an international basket case. As Under Secretary for Political Affairs at 

the U.S. State Department, Johnson was involved in the Apollo 11 lunar landing ceremonial activities. He 

suggested that a plaque be placed on the surface of the Moon. After several changes in a high level 

committee, it stated, "we came in peace for all mankind." Johnson was also sensitive to the idea of raising 

a U.S. flag on the surface of the Moon, as it might symbolize territorial acquisition. Later, the Congress 

decided that a U.S. flag would be placed on the Moon by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. 

 

22. Head of the CIA's Directorate of Intelligence 

Ray Steiner Cline (Head of the CIA's Directorate of Intelligence): Cline joined the Central Intelligence 

Agency in 1949. He was initially responsible for intelligence on Korea, but he failed to predict North 

Korea's 1950 invasion of South Korea, which began the Korean War. From 1951 to 1953, he served in 

Great Britain under the supervision of Brigadier General E. C. Betts. From 1953 to 1957, he was the CIA 

desk officer charged with monitoring the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China; in this capacity, 

he correctly predicted the Sino-Soviet split. In 1958 he became Chief of the CIA station in Taiwan, with 

his official title being chief of the United States Naval Auxiliary Communications Center. In 1962, Cline 

moved to Washington, D.C. as head of the CIA's Directorate of Intelligence, the agency's analytical branch. 

He replaced Robert Amory Jr who had held this Office in 1953–1962. Cline played a crucial role in the 

Cuban Missile Crisis when, under Cline's leadership, the Directorate of Intelligence concluded that the 

Soviet Union had shipped nuclear warheads to Cuba; Cline was among those who informed President John 

F. Kennedy of this development. 

23. Executive Secretary of the National Security Council  

Bromley Smith (Executive Secretary of the National Security Council): In 1952, he moved to the White 

House as senior member of the staff of the Operations Coordinating Board (OCB), which was created that 

year as an action arm of the National Security Council designed to ensure the implementation of the 

President’s national security decisions. In December 1958, he was promoted to the key position of 

Executive Officer of the OCB. When President Kennedy came to office in 1961, he largely dismantled the 

National Security Council organization created by Eisenhower, and it fell to Bromley Smith, then Executive 

Secretary of the NSC, to help construct a replacement structure. He continued on as NSC Executive 

Secretary to the beginning of the Nixon Administration. In 1964, he received the Presidential Award for 

Distinguished Federal Civilian Service. 
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24. White House Press Secretary  

The White House press secretary is a senior White House official whose primary responsibility is to act as 

spokesperson for the executive branch of the federal government of the United States, especially with regard 

to the president, senior aides and executives, as well as government policies. The press secretary is 

responsible for collecting information about actions and events within the president's administration and 

issues the administration's reactions to developments around the world. The press secretary interacts with 

the media and the White House press corps on a daily basis, generally in a daily press briefing. The press 

secretary serves by the appointment and at the pleasure of the president of the United States; the office does 

not require the advice and consent of the United States Senate, however, because of the frequent briefings 

given to the global media, who in turn inform the public, the position is a prominent non-Cabinet post. 

Pierre Salinger (White House Press Secretary): He served as the ninth press secretary for United States 

Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. Salinger served as a United States Senator in 1964 

and as campaign manager for the 1968 Robert F. Kennedy presidential campaign. He accompanied 

Kennedy to conferences with other world leaders, including the 1961 meeting with Soviet Premier Nikita 

Khrushchev in Vienna.  

 

25. Director of the National Photographic Interpretation Center  

Before the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) and the National Imagery and Mapping Agency 

(NIMA), a small organization by the name of the National Photographic Interpretation Center (NPIC) 

started it all. President Eisenhower created NPIC in 1961 under CIA leadership. The office focused on 

solving national intelligence problems via photo interpretation and imagery analysis and was a key player 

in making decisions during the Cuban Missile Crisis and other Cold War events. 

Arthur Lundahl (Director of the National Photographic Interpretation Center): He founded the 

Central Intelligence Agency's National Photographic Interpretation Center, now part of the National 

Geospatial-Intelligence Agency. Analyzing reconnaissance films, he briefed Presidents Dwight D. 

Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy as well as the nation's top military and diplomatic officials. Mr. Lundahl 

provided critical intelligence on the arms race and many other international crises, including those involving 

the Suez Canal; Quemoy and Matsu, islands controlled by Taiwan; Tibet; Lebanon, and Laos. 

U-2 photographs taken on October 14, 1962, in which analysts, under Lundahl's direction, found visual 

evidence of the placement of Soviet SS-4 medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBM), capable of hitting 

targets, in the continental United States, with nuclear warheads. This triggered the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

sending the US intelligence community into maximum effort and triggering an unprecedented military alert. 

His briefing of John F. Kennedy, on October 16, confirmed the Soviet weapons' presence, which had not 

been expected by the intelligence community or military.  

 

 

 


