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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Greetings Delegates, 

It is my pleasure welcoming you all to the most dynamic and potent committee at 
Welham Boys’ School Model United Nations, 2019: Council of Hindustan.The 
Agenda for the committee will be : Deciding the future of British India. 

This committee will take you a century back in time, when this nation was in a 
situation of complete unrest and people were dying everyday to get what we have 
always had- freedom. Your task, as the Council of Hindustan, will be to retrieve what 
the British took away from Indians decades back and do justice to the millions of 
people you represent.  

Documentation will play a major role in the committee and the guidelines for the 
same have been mentioned further in the Background guide. Do remember that this 
Background guide is only a starting point for your research and being in a historic 
committee demands that you will have in depth knowledge of the topic being 
discussed.  

I promise an enriching experience for all the delegates in the committee and waiting 
to see you all this August at WELMUN! 

Please feel free to contact the Executive Board in case you have any queries 
regarding this committee.  

Shreyansh Jindal                 Harsh Vikram Singh        Hrithvik Moody 
( Chairperson )                          ( Director )   ( Rapporteur ) 
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AGENDA 
Deciding the future of British India 

INTRODUCTION 

The Council of Hindustan is a historical crisis committee set on 14 April, 1919. This 
committee is a unique combination of leaders and revolutionaries of the past who could 
have made significant changes had they met during this time period. This committee will 
witness a debate between the people who would want to follow the path that India 
followed back in 1919, and the people who will seek to use different methods to achieve 
what India did after facing long decades under the oppressive British Raj. 


The delegates are expected to be well versed with the events that have taken place till the 
freeze date and also the events that followed after to be able to handle the unpredictable 
crises in the best way possible and understanding your portfolio in depth will be 
necessary for making decisions in this committee. 


Since the freeze date of the committee is 14 April, 1919, any information on the events 
that took place after the freeze date will not be accepted in the committee.
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AGENDA BRIEFING 

There can be multiple ways that this discussion regarding the future of Hindustan can 
unfold. The delegates should keep in mind the political and social situation of the Hindu- 
Muslim tension during that time. All actions and decisions in the committee should 
primarily be governed by your religious and political ideologies. Since this council 
comprises members of both, The Indian National Congress and of the Muslim League the 
delegates need to decide whether to work along with members of the other group or keep 
the rivalry alive. Also remember that some members of this council had proposed ideas 
like the Two Nation Theory which will hold significance in the way the debate unfolds.


EVENTS IN RECENT TIMES


• Rowlatt Act 

Embodying recommendations of the Sedition Committee of 1918 under justice Rowlatt, 
the so called Rowlatt Act was rushed through the imperial legislative council against the 
unanimous opposition front of the united unofficial Indian members. Representing an 
attempt to make war-time restrictions on civil rights permanent through a system of 
special courts and detention without trial for a maximum of two years, the act was 
probably a bid to conciliate the considerable segment of official and non- official white 
opinion. It was accompanied by vicegeral assurances that the civil service and British 
commercial interests would not suffer from the coming reforms. In addition to the powers 
granted to the government this went on prevent political representation and a voice of the 
Indians in the government. Any such move to give further powers to the police was bound 
to evoke much more widespread alarm, considering the latter’s notoriety everywhere as 
petty oppressors. 


• Hartal (Rowlatt Satyagraha) 

The unjust Rowlatt act saw a lot of resentment from all sections of Indian political opinion, 
it was now left to Gandhi to suggest a practicable form of an All-India mass protest that 
was not intended to be unrestrained or violent. The plan suggested was a modest one 
and included the novel and far more radical idea of an all India Hartal. This Hartal was 
held majorly on the 6th of April for Satyagrahis to showcase their conscious will to 
support a just cause. The hartal did see participation but could not meet the expected 
widespread of the movement. On mainly 6th and 9th April hartals and demonstrations 
were marked by remarkable communal unity but on the contrary, violent clashes arose 
against the police on the 10th of April. This hartal did give rise to agitational politics and 
moderate causes and emerged as a seemingly well framed start to the Rowlatt 
satyagraha.
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• Khilafat Movement 

The defeat of the ottoman empire, the centre of islamic belief against the British saw a lot 
of resentment amongst the ilam practising Indian. Rumours which have become a 
certainty now, spread about a harsh peace treaty to be imposed on the defeated ottoman 
empire and the ottoman caliph, who was considered the leader of Sunni Muslims. The 
ottoman empire was also home to the Turkish khalifa and the caliphate. The resentment 
gave rise to the khilafat movement which is considerably gaining momentum and the 
giving rise to a lot of muslim nationalist leaders. The movement also developed a 
moderate and a radical stand. Khilafat set the platform for the launch of a new muslim era 
of islamic leaders and the muslim league. Both radical and moderate movements brought 
up a collective concern amongst the agitating muslims. Radicals like the Ali brothers 
pressed for country wide hartals and it was from this group that the call for non- 
cooperation first came. This was the moment for the Hindus and muslims to come 
together for a common cause and unite.


• Government of India Act, 1919 

An Act formulated by the Parliament of the United Kingdom was passed intended to 
expand political participation for the Indians. Drawn from reports like  Secretary of State 
for India, Edwin Montagu, and the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford. It provided a diarchy for 
most provinces in India. It provided a transferred list and a reserved list for some areas 
aspects to be looked upon by elected officials and some to be looked upon by the top 
officials majorly the viceroy.


Some salient features of the act are as follows:


 Provincial government


                                

Executive:


• Dyarchy was introduced, i.e., there were two classes of administrators – Executive 
councillors and ministers


• The Governor was the executive head of the province.


• The subjects were divided into two lists – reserved and transferred.


• The governor was in charge of the reserved list along with his executive councillors. 


• The subjects under this list were law and order, irrigation, finance, land revenue, etc.
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• The ministers were in charge of subjects under the transferred list. The subjects 
included were education, local government, health, excise, industry, public works, 
religious endowments, etc.


• The ministers were responsible to the people who elected them through the legislature.


• These ministers were nominated from among the elected members of the legislative 
council.


• The executive councillors were not responsible to the legislature unlike the ministers.


• The Secretary of State and the Governor-General could interfere in matters under the 
reserved list but this interference was restricted for the transferred list.


Legislature:


• The size of the provincial legislative assemblies was increased. Now about 70% of the 
members were elected


• There were communal and class electorates


• Some women could also vote


• The governor’s assent was required to pass any bill. He also had veto power and could 
issue ordinances also.


Central government


Executive:


• The chief executive authority was the Governor-General


• There were two lists for administration – central and provincial


• Provincial list was under the provinces while the centre took care of the central list


• Out of the 6 members of the Viceroy’s executive council, 3 were to be Indian members


• The governor-general could issue ordinances


• He could also certify bills that were rejected by the central legislature


Legislature:


• A bicameral legislature was set up with two houses – Legislative Assembly (forerunner 
of the Lok Sabha) and the Council of State (forerunner of the Rajya Sabha)


• Legislative Assembly (Lower House)
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• The nominated members were nominated by the governor-general from Anglo-Indians 
and Indian Christians


• The members had a tenure of 3 years


Council of State (Upper House)


• Only male members with a tenure of 5 years


• The legislators could ask questions and also vote a part of the budget


•  Only 25% of the budget was subject to vote.  Rest was non-votable


•  A bill had to passed in both houses before it became a law.                                      


• There were three measures to resolve any deadlock between both the houses – joint 
committees, joint conferences and join sittings


 Governor-General


• The governor-general’s assent was required for any bill to become a law even if both 
houses have passed it


• He could also enact a bill without the legislature’s consent


• He could prevent a bill from becoming law if he deems it as detrimental to the peace of 
the country


• He could disallow any question, adjournment motion or debate in the house
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Jallianwala bagh




On 13 April, 1919, soldiers of the British army fired upon the unarmed 
civilians at Jallianwala bagh in Amritsar  on the orders of General Reginald 
Dyer. It was the day of Baisakhi festival. Being unaware of the marshal law 
imposed, people from outside Amritsar had assembled for the annual fair 
and some civilians had assembled to protest against the arrest of Dr Satya 
Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. 


On that fateful day, General Dyer, upon hearing that a meeting had 
assembled at Jallianwala Bagh, went with 90 soldiers blocking the exits of 
the Bagh and ordered them to open fire at the crowd, without giving any 
prior warning.


After the incident, as stated by the official British Indian sources a figure of 
379 people were identified to be dead and approximately 1,200 injured. The 
figure issued  by Indian National Congress  was approximately 1,000 dead 
with more than 1,500 injured. 
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CRISIS



DOCUMENTATION


The committee should take into consideration that this council will 
experience time jumps and at any point of time in the committee, we will 
advance the timeline of the committee. 


Documentation will play a major role in the marking of delegates, as crisis 
management will primarily be done through communiques and directives. 
The delegates may send in pre- committee communiques if they wish to 
wherein they explain their plan of action. Always keep in consideration that 
to take an action on any matter regarding someone, the consent of the 
particular portfolio is required so make sure that you lobby accordingly. 


Communiques:


Communiques are of two types: private and public 


Private communiques may be jointly or singularly authored by portfolios who 
wish to take an action. The actions taken through private communiques will 
not be read out to the committee and the result of the communique may 
come up as a crisis for the rest of the committee.

Private communiques can be orders that one delegate gives to the other in 
order to carry out the operation.


Public communiques are sent by a delegate to the rest of the committee 
wherein the proposed plan of action is read out to the whole committee.


Directives :


Directives are plan of actions that will be voted upon by the committee. A 
directive is a powerful piece of documentation that has the power to take 
actions. In order to solve the crisis, delegates will be expected to pass 
directives in short notice of time to prevent further crisis from taking place. 

Since directives are actions that are always put into effect, make sure that 
these directives are detailed and have the ability to make the plan 
successful. 
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POSITION PAPERS

 

The delegates are expected to submit position papers for the agenda to the 
Chairperson. Position papers helps the Executive Board to figure out 
different stances that delegates have on the agenda and how well are they 
able to carry out the same during the committee.  


The Position papers should include the following details:


• Allocation of the delegate


• Your stance regarding this agenda 


• Your proposed plan of action 


• Any information regarding your portfolio that you think that the Executive 
Board members should know


• You may also write your expectations as to how this committee should 
progress


NOTE: Deadline for position papers will be 25th July, 2019.
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