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EXECUTIVE BOARD’S MESSAGE
Dear Delegates,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to the fifth edition of 
the Welham Boys’ School  Model United Nations, 2020. This committee 
is a simulation of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 
Unprecedented times have called for unprecedented m easures and 
sadly we would not be meeting in-person this year but regardless of 
that, we as the executive board promise you an enriching online 
experience that you shall never forget.
This guide has been prepared to brief you on the agenda and give you a 
starting point for your research however no delegate shall solely depend 
on the information provided in this guide. This is meant only to initiate 
your research.

The agenda that would be discussed in the committee is: Reconsidering 
the legal status of cannabis used for recreational purposes. We, the 
executive board expect the delegates to be well researched about the 
agenda. Documentation and lobbying would play a major role in the 
committee.
Along with good research, we expect the delegates to think critically to 
solve real-time issues. At the same time, I would not want first time 
MUNners to get intimidated by the same. We would be trying our best to 
make this a riveting experience for each one of you.
We now leave you with our  best wishes and I hope that by the end of 
this two-day conference, we all learn something amidst the fierce 
competition. Please feel free to contact the executive board regarding 
any query.

Mrinank Chander Hritvik Moody Divyansh Makheeja

(Director) (Joint Director) (Rapporteur)

Warm Regards, 
Aaryan Mahipal 
Chairperson
chair.unodc@gmail.com
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Nature of Reports and Evidences

Evidence or proofs from the following sources will accede as credible in the 
committee:

1. News Sources
a) REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes mention of the fact 
stated or is in contradiction of the fact being stated by another delegate in 
council can be used to substantiate arguments in the committee.

However, Reuters reports claiming to quote any individual affiliated in any 
manner  to any government may not necessarily  reflect the views  of that 
government in totality. For example, at times the office holding individuals 
venture out for lectures, talks, discussions etc. wherein they tend to express 
things which are a contravention/extension of the policy they hold. So we need 
to take into consideration the time and space dimension of such views and also 
the chronology of what they spoke or what their government policy was posted 
and prior to this.

Thus, Reuters report can be denied by any member state subject to their policy 
and it is only when the report is accepted by the government that it shall be 
admitted as persuasive proof.

b) State-operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in the support 
of or against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible 
or substantial enough, can be used in support of or against any country as such 
but in that situation, they can be denied by any other country in the council.

2. Government Reports
These reports can be  used in a  similar way  as the State Operated N e w s  
Agencies reports and can, in all circumstances, be denied by another country. 
However, a nuance is that a report that is being denied by a certain country 
can still be accepted by the Executive Board as credible information.

3. UN Reports
All UN Reports are considered as credible information or evidence for the
Executive Board.
Please note that under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia (http:// 
www.wikipedia.org/) Amnesty International (http:/ /www.amnesty.org/) or
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newspapers like The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/) Times of India 
(http:// timesofindia.indiatimes.com/) be accepted in the Council.

OVERVIEW OF AGENDA
No other social habit has wrought as much pain on society as drug addiction. 
The consumption of drugs is a leading cause of social decay and ruins millions 
of lives in all corners of the world on a regular basis. Addiction and its effects 
are well documented for the developed world, but drugs are fatal not only for 
populations that use them but also for those who reside in areas where drugs 
are produced. Gangs and cartels are common features of countries where the 
cultivation of drugs is practised.  Countries like Colombia and Mexico are 
victims of the drug menace, and drug wars are commonplace even now. Like 
any other cultivation based product, the production of drugs follows the basic 
rules of demand and supply.

This makes people think that nations have a choice when tackling drug 
addiction. They can either fight to secure their borders and prevent the entry 
of illicit substances into their countries (cut the supply), or they can try and 
fight the social penetration of drug use (curb the demand). This choice Is an 
illusion. Drugs, unlike coffee and sugar, are not ‘merely’ addictive, ie; one 
cannot just choose to stop consuming them. Drugs are hyper addictive, 
meaning that once a citizen becomes a consumer of narcotics, it will be 
paramount to impossible for them to make themselves stop. Rats, as 
experiments have shown, will choose cocaine over water, even if they will 
soon die of thirst. Consensus exists amongst the scientific community that the 
same can be said for humans. Moreover, the grim realities of ghettoisation tell 
us that a lot of users, mainly from socially marginalized communities, or 
suffering from sheer poverty, are exposed to narcotics at an extremely 
vulnerable age. The fact that their product facilitates the continuous poverty of 
certain regions is of little consequence to drug dealers.

Coming back to our observations about demand and supply, what we can 
glean from the above text is that if a certain part of the population is addicted 
to narcotics, it will probably be addicted for life until the state actually tries to 
help them. Moreover, the current and widely prevailing method of simply 
jailing consumers will offer no help, as drug addiction, much like viral disease, 
tends to spread between persons and communities at a rapid pace. What this 
creates is a dedicated consumer base that will create demand no matter
what. And when there is a demand, there will invariably be a supply, no 
matter how dangerous the transport. Narco-traffickers, given the correct 
incentives of high demand, will take any risk to smuggle their product and

make it accessible to the masses.
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Thus, while a country can do its best to protect its borders from illicit 
substances, it will certainly never be enough.

However, what we need to realise is that not all drugs are the same. While 
the majority of drugs can be safely classified as completely detrimental to the 
partition, some of them have been put in that category unfairly. Yes, of 
course, is in reference to Cannabis. Cannabis/marijuana has been, for long 
entwined with the history of the human race. Most, if not all ancient cultures 
have been associated with the drug. Believed to be native to India, the plant
has been enshrined in the Vedas, and many other cultures have lauded for its 
medicinal benefits. To most of the youth across the world today, the ban on 
weed seems like an old and unnecessary law. Like all widely held beliefs, 
there is a ring of truth in this too. Some historians connect the outlining of 
marijuana with the old racist establishment of the United States and the 
establishment that was using marijuana to suppress minorities.

“The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after that, had two 
enemies: the antiwar left and black people. You understand what I’m saying? 
We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the war or black, but 
by getting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks with 
heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those 
communities. We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up their 
meetings, and vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know 
we were lying about the drugs? Of course, we did.”

This is an actual quote by John Ehrlichman, Nixon’s former domestic policy 
advisor. The war on drugs was a creation of the Nixon administration, and 
soon the US was leveraging its superpower status to convince other 
countries, like India under the rule of Rajiv Gandhi, to ban marijuana. Some 
research and even light reading of pro-legalization articles will convince even 
the most stubborn that marijuana is not as bad as it is shown to be. Many 
have alleged that the private sector pharma, as well as other corporations, 
are responsible for funding anti-marijuana advertisements so as to demonize 
the drug that has been an integral part of human society for thousands of 
years.

However, all is not hale and hearty for the 'legalise it' bloc. Marijuana is, after 
all, addictive. This means that overuse will invariably follow legalization.  Like 
alcohol, those addicted to marijuana are definitely a huge burden on society 
in countries where the healthcare system is already overburdened, like India, 
and even to some extent, the United States. Marijuana addiction can be 
hugely detrimental to society. Even a little research will make it abundantly 
clear that by legalising cannabis, the harms to society will greatly outweigh 
the benefit. The perfect example for this will be alcohol. Even though alcohol,

taken in small quantities, is
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relatively unharmful, due to the large scale legalization of alcohol, almost all 
societies suffer from alcohol addiction, some more than the other. Car 
accidents, poisoning due to counterfeit products,  addiction rates and many 
others are all set to increase due to the legalisation of marijuana. Just 
because humans have been doing it for a long time does not necessarily 
make it a good thing. Segregation and legally mandated discrimination 
against minorities also used to be a relatively common aspect of human 
society until very recently.

The question is, should governments allow the public large-scale access to 
another addictive, or should they listen to the demand of the (politically 
speaking) relative fringes of society. Moreover, as something that can be 
grown in one's backyard, the government cannot be expected to regulate 
every seller. Therefore, just like the case of the banning of liquor in Russia, 
even if the government takes small steps to curb the societal addiction to 
cannabis, the drug can easily be grown secretively and sold illegally. This, in 
effect, means that, once society has been exposed to cannabis, the process 
of rehabilitation will be unpopular, costly, and extremely difficult, if not 
impossible.

Thus one finds that there are convincing arguments on both sides of the 
spectrum. The debate ranges from an individual right to what many consider 
a creational activity, to the states right to curb that individual freedom. It
encompasses the historic oppression of minorities that was justified using this 
drug versus the actual fact that addiction rates amongst minorities are 
relatively high and that large scale consumption of cannabis does actually 
have a detrimental impact on society.

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

1. Reconsideration
The act of reviewing or reassessing

2. The legal status of cannabis
The legal status of cannabis refers to the state of marijuana as per law 
and legislation, making it legally acceptable in some parts of the world
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while making it illegal or illicit in the other parts.

3. Recreational Purposes
It denotes the objective or purpose of refreshment or rejuvenation after 
stress. Keeping in mind the sense of fulfillment, one must also bear in 
mind the ramifications of the excess intake of a drug.

4. Cannabis
Cannabis, also known as marijuana among other names, is a 
psychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant used primarily  for medical 
or recreational purposes.

5. Psychoactive/psychotropic
A psychotropic drug is defined as a chemical substance that changes 
brain function and results in alteration of mood, perception or 
behaviour. Cannabis is a drug that is illegal for various reasons but 
research shows that cannabis  or marijuana is not as bad for your 
health as it is shown to be. In some countries, marijuana is 
decriminalized.

6. Decriminalisation
The action of legalizing something or to discontinue to treat it as illegal.

HISTORY

Cannabis, also known as marijuana has a long history of human use. Ancient 
cultures and civilisations grew cannabis not as a drug or for the purpose of 
intoxication but as a medicinal herb. Due to its wide-ranging medicinal 
properties, cannabis was widely used as a herb to cure several diseases and 
ailments. From the colonial era, cannabis started to be extensively cultivated 
as hemp in light of its industrial uses. Hemp fibre was used to make clothing, 
paper, sails and rope, and its seeds were used as food. Tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), the chemical responsible for the drug's mind alerting effects was 
present only in traces in the early hemp plants. From the 1800s, cannabis 
started to be used as a medicinal drug, cannabis extracts were sold in 
pharmacies and doctors’ offices throughout Europe and the United States to 
treat stomach problems and other ailments. Scientists later discovered that 
THC was the source of marijuana’s medicinal properties.

It was only in the early 1900s that cannabis had been started to be used as a
recreational drug for getting high
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and this very purpose was then sought to be exploited in the coming years 
which drove a subconscious fear towards marijuana. The overconsumption of 
the drug was the cause of unsought harm and crime. As years passed 
governments did not mind the consumption of the drug in the hands of a few 
minority groups but the coming decades saw the youth, middle classes and 
people from all backgrounds consuming the drug for getting high. Cannabis 
was considered as the 'gateway drug', people consuming the drug further 
ended up consuming other psychoactive substances ruining their physical 
lives. Legislations such as the Marijuana tax act in the USA came into effect 
making the drug very expensive for all actors related to or playing a role in 
terms of the sale of cannabis.

There has been a growing concern to regulate the production, trafficking and 
consumption of cannabis. The result was the proliferation of International 
Conventions, Protocols and Agreements, as well as multiple national laws to 
implement them during the 20th century. In the decades after World War II "the 
drug problem" became a matter of world interest. Thus, the Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs was approved, where most of the previous international 
instruments were merged. The Single International Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs was originally signed in New York in 1961 by 77 countries and currently, 
160 states have ratified such a treaty. The current international policy in 
relation to narcotic drugs is based on the various International Conventions on 
psychotropic substances. The main agreements were the 1961 Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the 1972 Protocol amending it, 
the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and the United Nations 
Convention against the illicit trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances of 1988. Most countries signed such agreements
and adapted their national laws to these agreements. Authoritative studies 
suggesting that there was no need to impose international prohibition oriented 
controls on cannabis were largely ignored. The International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB) was established in 1968 for monitoring the control of 
substances pursuant to the three United Nations drug control conventions, 
and assisting the Member States in their efforts to implement those 
conventions.

Over the past few decades, particularly after the discovery of pharmacology, 
several realms in the field of medical research and practices have drawn the 
valid contribution of the use of cannabis for medicinal purposes. Research 
indicates that medical cannabis is useful in the treatment of nausea and 
vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy, epilepsy, adult chronic pain 
treatment, and multiple sclerosis. Marijuana’s side effects—both mental and 
physical—are partly responsible for its checkered legal status. While many 
people experience a pleasant “high” feeling after using marijuana, others may 
experience anxiety, fear or panic. Negative effects may be more common

when a person uses too much
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marijuana, or the cannabis is unexpectedly potent. The amount of THC in 
marijuana—the chemical responsible for the drug’s potency—has increased 
dramatically in recent decades.

BLOC POSITIONS
Real-world politics and the status quo are important considerations in this 
debate. In the majority of the countries where this topic is being discussed,
the youth are obviously more angled towards legalizing cannabis whereas the 
elderly are more likely to be against it. Thus, vote bank politics have to be 
considered. In the US, voter turnout amongst highly educated usually white 
and old people is comparatively higher to other demographics. Therefore, 
while the majority might maintain support of legalization, voter turnout 
statistics clearly indicate which groups politicians will tend to lean towards. 
policies that seem unpopular to the untrained eye might actually make a lot of 
sense for politicians whose primary target is to please those people who vote, 
and in the United States, this target group tends to be anti-drugs.

Similar data can also be easily found about other countries, and simple 
research will point delegates towards the direction in which they should be 
arguing.

Unlike other MUNs encompassing international scope, delegates will discover 
that the legalization of cannabis happens to be a deeply globalised matter, 
while at the same time being extremely important to voters on the domestic 
front. While many of the average voter will find that their country's foreign 
policy concerning the emancipation of women in an obscure third world 
country is of little importance, most, if not all will be extremely concerned 
about what stace their national leadership takes concerning drug use within 
their locality.

Thus while it is important to consider the foreign policy aspects of this debate, 
unlike other committees, it is more important that delegates analyse the 
politics, vote base and cultural preferences of their own countries and use 
them to choose sides and form blocks that actually represent choices 
pragmatic political leaders would have taken.

Delegates must not delude themselves into falling for the trap of maintaining 
politically correct, intensely liberal, left-wing approved stances. They are 
urged to use their speeches to present novel problem-solving approaches
that reflect the actual political landscape within which they exist. For example, 
if the delegate from the Philippines takes the podium and decides to take a

pro-legalization stance, his marks
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when it comes to foreign policy and actual portfolio representation will reflect 
his\ her bad decisions.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What restricts your country from criminalizing /

decriminalizing the recreational use of cannabis?
2. What measures should be taken to address “cannabis

addicts”, if the drug were to be criminalized?
3. How has the outbreak of the COVID-19 Virus affected the

supply and demand of cannabis?
4. Why are some countries opposed to the legalization of

cannabis?
5. What has the UN done to address the issue?
6. How has the legalization of cannabis impacted the agricultural

sector and government earnings?

POSITION PAPER POLICY
What is a Position Paper?
A position paper is a brief overview of a country’s stance on the topics being 
discussed by a particular committee. Though there is no specific format the 
position paper must follow, it should include a description of your positions 
your country holds on the issues on the agenda, relevant actions that your 
country has taken, and potential solutions that your country would support.

Each position paper should not exceed one page, and should all be combined 
into a single document per delegate.

Formatting
Position papers should include: the name of the delegate, his/her country, the 
committee along with the agenda —

·  Be in a standard font (e.g. Times New Roman) with a 12-point font size
and 1-inch document margins

Due Dates and Submission Procedure

Position papers for this committee must be submitted by midnight on July
10th, 2020. Once your position
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paper is complete, please save the file as your country and position paper 
and send it as an attachment in an email, to your committee’s email address, 
with the subject heading as your country name and position paper.( File 
should be saved as: country_positionpaper)
Subject of the mail should be : Country - Position Paper

Your position papers should be combined into a single PDF or Word 
document file; position papers submitted in another format will not be 
accepted. Each position paper will be manually reviewed.
The email address for this committee is chair.unodc@gmail.com.

DOCUMENTATION

Documentation will play a major role in the marking of delegates, as any crisis 
management will primarily be done through communiques and directives. The 
delegates may send in pre- committee communiques if they wish to wherein 
they explain their plan of action. Always keep in consideration that to take an 
action on any matter regarding someone, the consent of the particular 
portfolio is required so make sure that you lobby accordingly.

Communiques:
Communiques are of two types: private and public , without any particular 
format.
Private communiques may be jointly or singularly authored by portfolios who 
wish to take an action. The actions taken through private communiques will 
not be read out to the committee and the result of the communique may come 
up as a crisis for the rest of the committee. Private communiques can be 
orders that one delegate gives to the other in order to carry out the operation. 
Public communiques are sent by a delegate to the rest of the committee 
wherein the proposed plan of action is read out to the whole committee.

Directives :
Directives are plans of actions that will be voted upon by the committee. A 
directive is a powerful piece of documentation that has the power to take 
actions. In order to solve the crisis, delegates will be expected to pass 
directives in short notice of time to prevent further crisis from taking place. 
Since directives are actions that are always put into effect, make sure that 
these directives are detailed and have the ability to make the plan successful.

Directives also do not have any
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particular format but must be given a name, must have authors and sponsors 
that are decided by the chair[erson.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER 
RESEARCH
https://www.who.int/medicines/areas/quality_safety/regulation_legislati
on/list_mra_websites_nov2012.pdf

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1402309

https://www.thehealthsite.com/diseases-conditions/horrible-things- 
marijuana-or-weed-does-to-your-health-k0917-517438/ https://
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14780038.2017.1415040?jo 
urnalCode=rfcs20 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/
S09553959163033 46
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303848 
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/668812 https://
youtu.be/zGSzj7ztszI
https://youtu.be/tWcV94G4rRI https://www.vox.com/science- and-health/
2017/1/14/14263058/marijuana- benefits-harms-medical https://
www.history.com/topics/crime/history-of-marijuana https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6710088/ https://
www.unodc.org/documents/hlr/V1388514e.pdf
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