


1

Table Of Contents
1 LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

2 NATURE OF REPORTS AND EVIDENCES

3 OVERVIEW OF AGENDA- 1

4 DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS (AGENDA-1)

5 HISTORY (AGENDA-1)

6 BLOC POSITIONS

7 DISCUSSING QUESTIONS

8 OVERVIEW OF AGENDA-2

9 HISTORY(AGENDA-2)

10 DISCUSSING QUESTIONS

11

12

POSITION PAPER POLICY

DOCUMENTATION



2

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Dear Delegates,

It is my utmost pleasure and honor to welcome you all to the Human Rights Council at the
seventh edition of WELMUN.

The situation of Uighur Muslims in the Xinjiang region of China and Child Labour are two
of the most pressing concerns of the Human Rights Council. Throughout the debate, I
implore delegates to emphasize their speech to better explain their points in the limited
time frame instead of countless assertions. Our primary objective is to understand the
issues at hand and develop practical solutions keeping in mind the current global situation.

The Human Rights Council is responsible for strengthening human rights worldwide and
addressing international human rights violations. Both problems that are to be discussed
are susceptible and significant in today's era. Thus, we expect delegates to be well versed
with the country's stances and maintain diplomacy at all points during the conference.

I implore each of you to go beyond the background guide provided and bring original
arguments to the committee. I am optimistic that we will be able to maintain a high level of
debate and that each one of you will take something meaningful back from the conference,

Please feel free to contact the executive board regarding any query that you may have.

Mitansh Narang                              Divyansh Makheeja Keshav
Agarwal

(Director) (Joint Director) (Rapporteur)

Aaditya Chandra Gupta

Chairperson
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NATURE OF REPORTS AND EVIDENCE

Evidence or proofs from the following sources will accede as credible in the committee:

1. News Sources:-

a) REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes mention of the fact stated or is in
contradiction of the fact being stated by another delegate in council can be used to
substantiate arguments in the committee. However, Reuters reports claiming to quote any
individual affiliated in any manner to any government may not necessarily reflect the views
of that government in totality. For example, at times the office holding individuals venture
out for lectures, talks, discussions etc. wherein they tend to express things which are a
contravention/extension of the policy they hold. So we need to take into consideration the
time and space dimension of such views and also the chronology of what they spoke or
what their government policy was posted and prior to this. Thus, Reuters report can be
denied by any member state subject to their policy and it is only when the report is
accepted by the government that it shall be admitted as persuasive proof.

b) State-operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in the support of or
against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or substantial
enough, can be used in support of or against any country as such but in that situation, they
can be denied by any other country in the council.

2. Government Reports:-

These reports can be used in a similar way as the State Operated News Agencies reports
and can, in all circumstances, be denied by another country. However, a nuance is that a
report that is being denied by a certain country can still be accepted by the Executive
Board as credible information.

3. UN Reports:-

All UN Reports are considered as credible information or evidence for the Executive
Board.

Please note that under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia (http://
www.wikipedia.org/) Amnesty International (http:/ /www.amnesty.org/) or newspapers like
The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/) Times of India (http://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/) be accepted in the Council.



4

OVERVIEW OF AGENDA-1
The Uighurs are a muslim minority groupthat lives in the Xinjiang region of China, also
called the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomus Region(XUAR). They are essentially sunni muslims
of turkic ethnicity. The Xinjiang region of China is home to many cultural ethnicities such as
the Han, Uighurs, Kazakh and Hui. The tensions between the Chinese government and
the local population have been there since the 1940s when the Chinese communist party
took control over the Xinjiang region to prevent Russia from taking over. It was in the
1990s when anti-Han and separatist sentiment rose in Xinjiang, with the Uighurs starting to
demand a separate state for themselves. Then everything changed after the Ürümqi riots
of 2009 in which approximately 200 people were killed.

The riots led to large scale surveillance and the introduction of ‘re-education and
vocational training camps’ to curb the growing terrorism and extremism in the XUAR as
claimed by the CCP. However many countries have alleged that these re-education camps
are not what China claims them to be. Several countries, including the US, Canada and
the Netherlands, have accused China of committing genocide - defined by international
convention as the "intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or
religious group". That being said, there are many nations in support of the actions taken by
China regarding the rising issues in the XUAR as they claim that it has helped return
stability to the region and the rights of every citizen had been safeguarded.

DEFINITION OF KEY WORDS
1) Persecution- Oppression or ill-treatment because of race or political or religious
beliefs.

2) Uyghur Muslims- A minority Turkic-speaking group of people living in the Xinjiang
region.

3) Xinjiang region of China- The north-western part of China’s territory and the
country’s biggest region.

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
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HISTORY
The Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region

The literal translation of Xinjiang into Mandarin reads "New frontier," a sign of what the
province was to be when the Chinese Qing dynasty obtained control of the region in the
19th century (Tharoor, A Brief History of the Uighurs, 2009). Similar to the Uyghurs, the
Xinjiang region also experienced varying degrees of independence in the past century.
After the collapse of the Qing Empire at the beginning of the 20th century, a Turkish
independence movement proclaimed the independent Islamic Republic of East Turkestan
in the region of Xinjiang, which only lasted one year before being reclaimed by China
(Tharoor, A Brief History of the Uighurs, 2009). In 1944, Xinjiang once again gained
independence under the protection of the Soviet Union and became the Second East
Turkestan Republic (Tharoor, A Brief History of the Uighurs, 2009). As before, the
independence was short-lived, and by 1949, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) had
re-exerted its influence over Xinjiang. The issue was settled in 1955 when Xinjiang was
awarded an autonomous region's status but remained under Chinese sovereignty
(Tharoor, A Brief History of the Uighurs, 2009).

This XUAR is also of high economic value to China. Xinjiang is the largest province in
China, produces about a fifth of the world's cotton, and is also rich in oil and natural gas.
Because of its proximity to Central Asia and Europe, Beijing is an essential trade link. The
new Belt and Road Initiative will cross through Kashgar, further contributing to Xinjiang's
importance to the Chinese economy.

Riots and Discourse

After retaking Xinjiang in 1949, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) implemented several
policies that encouraged Han Chinese migration into the region (Clarke, 2019). This led to
a dramatic increase of Han Chinese living in the XUAR. In the 1940s, estimates put Han
living in the XUAR at about 5% of the population. Today Han Chinese form the second
largest ethnic group in Xinjiang and account for roughly 35% of the population.

Following this, there have been several acts of violence. In 1997, a police roundup and
execution of 30 suspected separatists during Ramadan led to large demonstrations in
February, which resulted in the Ghulja incident. The Ürümqi bus bombings killed nine
people and injured 68 with responsibility acknowledged by Uyghur exile groups. In March
1997, a bus bomb killed two people with responsibility claimed by Uyghur radicals and the
Turkey-based Organisation for East Turkestan Freedom. In July 2009, riots broke out in
Xinjiang in response to a violent dispute between Uyghur and Han Chinese workers in a
factory (The Ürümqi riots) and ended with approximately 200 deaths. Following the riots,
Uyghur radicals killed dozens of Chinese citizens in coordinated attacks from 2009 to
2016. These included the August 2009 syringe attacks, the 2011 bomb-and-knife attack in
Hotan, the March 2014 knife attack within the Kunming train station, the April 2014
bomb-and-knife attack within the Ürümqi train station, and the May 2014 car-and-bomb
attack in an Ürümqi street market.



6

Strike hard campaign against violent terrorism

Following the violent attacks and riots, in May of 2014, China launched the ''strike hard
campaign against violent terrorism" in the Xinjiang region to curb the growing extremism
and terror activities.

Increased surveillance

The CCP drastically increased the scope of surveillance in the XUAR following the Ürümqi
riots, and all data obtained by the regional government was collected on so-called
"integrated joint operations platforms" (IJOP). This AI data system monitors checkpoints,
such as train stations or famous crossings, and collects data, including consumer habits,
banking activity, health status, and individual DNA profiles (European Parliament, 2018;
Byler, 2019). This broad level of surveillance is partly achieved through mandatory
regulations that require the Muslim population of the XUAR to install spyware on their
phones. Failure to comply with this regulation is considered a criminal offense (European
Parliament, 2018). Also, there are regular security checks at road checkpoints.

Re-education and vocational training camps

China has stated that the purpose of these camps is to remove the violent extremism in
the people by giving them vocational training and education. Though China claims that no
human rights were violated in these camps, the camps are criticized by many countries
and human rights organizations for alleged human rights abuses, mistreatment, rape, and
torture, with some alleging genocide. It has also been alleged that the Uighurs are being
forced to speak Chinese and cannot speak in their native tongue

BLOC POSITION
On July 8, 2019, a group of 22 nations signed a letter addressed to the UN Human Rights
Council president and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights calling on China to
end its massive detention program in Xinjiang. Those that signed the first letter criticizing
China include Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the UK.

The signatories express concern about "credible reports of arbitrary detention" in Xinjiang
and "widespread surveillance and restrictions," mainly targeting Uighurs and other
minorities. The signatories call on China to uphold its national laws and international
commitments, including as a member of the Human Rights Council, and "refrain from the
arbitrary detention and restrictions on freedom of movement of Uighurs and other Muslim
and minority communities in Xinjiang."

Opposing this, a group of 37 countries submitted a similar letter in defense of China's
policies. Signing the second letter, in the protection of China'sChina's policies, were:
Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Belarus, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Gabon,
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Kuwait, Laos, Myanmar, Nigeria, North Korea, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Togo, Turkmenistan, United
Arab Emirates, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe.

According to the Associated Press, the signatories expressed their opposition to
"politicizing human rights in the second letter." They reiterated China's defence of what
Beijing calls "vocation education and training centres," and critics call detention centres or
"re-education camps." Reuters quotes the letter more deeply, including a passage in which
the signatories justify China's efforts: "Faced with the grave challenge of terrorism and
extremism, China has undertaken a series of counter-terrorism and deradicalization
measures in Xinjiang, including setting up vocational education and training centres."

The United States of America is absent from both of the above letters, though it has also
criticized China over the issues in the Xinjiang region. Noticeable also is the absence of
most of Central and Eastern Europe. For example, of the countries in the so-called 16+1.
Only Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania stood up to criticize China. The rest are Albania,
Bosnia, Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Macedonia,
Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, etc. Slovenia — neglected to pick aside.
Greece also sat out. Also among those conspicuously absent from either list are
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. Tajikistan and Turkmenistan sided with China,
but the other three Central Asian states appear to remain neutral. For Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, most prominently, the Xinjiang issue has become a domestic issue with
protests and civil society organizations advocating for attention to the alleged Xinjiang
camps. From Asia, the absences of Malaysia, India, and Indonesia are notable, as are the
wants of Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives. The Pacific Island states were also
absent.

DISCUSSING QUESTIONS
● Does your government strongly condemn these actions, or should you approach the

Chinese government to gain insight and cooperate on the matter?
● Should the topic be handled publicly to draw attention to the situation or debated in

private talks with the Chinese representative?
● What are possible measures the UNHRC could take?
● How is the country I will be representing related to the situation in the XUAR?

OVERVIEW OF AGENDA-2

Child labour refers to the exploitation of kids through any kind of work that deprives
children of their childhood, interferes with their ability to attend regular school, and is
mentally, physically, socially and morally harmful.

https://www.apnews.com/a2584de07c014e4786a21bcf9f446a40
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-xinjiang-rights/china-says-almost-40-states-openly-back-its-xinjiang-policy-idUSKCN1U721X
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Child labour has existed to varying extents throughout history. During the 19th and early
20th centuries, many children aged 5–14 from poorer families worked in Western nations.
These children mainly worked in agriculture, home-based assembly operations, factories,
mining, and services.

In the world's poorest countries, around one in four children are engaged in child labour,
the absolute best number of whom are in Sub-Saharan Africa . In 2017, four African
nations (Mali, Benin, Chad and Guinea-Bissau) witnessed over 50 percent of youngsters
aged 5–14 working.

Concerns have often been raised over the buying public's moral complicity in purchasing
products assembled or otherwise manufactured in developing countries' big labour.
However, others have raised concerns that boycotting products manufactured through
child labour may force these children to point out to more dangerous or strenuous
professions, like prostitution or agriculture.

The International Programme on the Elimination of child Labour (IPEC), founded in 1992,
aims to eliminate child labour. It operates in 88 countries and is the most important
program of its kind within the planet . IPEC works with international and government
agencies, NGOs, the media, and kids and their families to end child labour and provide
children with education and assistance.

HISTORY
Child labor has existed in different aspects throughout history. The work of children was
important in pre-industrial societies, as children needed to provide their labor for their
survival as well as for their group. Pre-industrial societies consisted of low productivity and
short life expectancy which prevented children from participating in productive work. In
pre-industrial societies, there was little need for children to attend school, especially in the
case of non-literate societies. Most pre-industrial skills and knowledge were amenable to
being passed down through direct mentoring or apprenticing by competent adults.

The movement to regulate child labor began in Great Britain at the end of the 18th century
with the development of large-scale industries which were making exploitation of young
children in mining and industrial work possible. The Health and Morals of Apprentices Act
of 1802, which was aimed at controlling the apprenticeship of poor children to cotton mill
owners, was ineffective because it did not provide for enforcement. In 1833 the Factory
Act was introduced that did provide a system of factory inspection. In the 19th and early
20th centuries, children aged less than 14 years from poorer families started working in
Western nations and other different colonies alike. Their working places varied from the
agricultural sector to the commercial which included activities such as agriculture,
household work, factories, mining, and services such as that of news informants. Some
even worked during night shifts which lasted for more than 8 hours. There was an

https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/topic/apprenticeship
https://www.britannica.com/event/Factory-Act-United-Kingdom-1833
https://www.britannica.com/event/Factory-Act-United-Kingdom-1833
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improvement to a certain extent when there was a rise in household income, availability of
schools, and passage of child labor laws which led to a fall in child labor incidents.

Globally the cases of child labor decreased from 25% to 10% between 1960 and 2003,
according to the World Bank. However, the total number of child labourers remains high as
UNICEF and ILO have estimated that168 million children aged 5–17 worldwide were
involved in child labour in 2013.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
● What are your country’s laws regarding child labour?
● Are there any allegations against your country regarding violations against child

labour laws and if so what has your country done to address them?
● Were there any internal issues of child labour violations and if so what has your

country done to address them.

POSITION PAPER POLICY

What is a Position Paper?
A position paper is a brief overview of a country’s stance on the topics being discussed by
a particular committee. Though there is no specific format the position paper must follow, it
should include a description of your positions your country holds on the issues on the
agenda, relevant actions that your country has taken, and potential solutions that your
country would support.

Each position paper should not exceed one page, and should all be combined into a single
document per delegate.

Formatting
Position papers should include: the name of the delegate, his/her country, the committee
along with the agenda — · Be in a standard font (e.g. Times New Roman) with a 12-point
font size and 1-inch document margins Due Dates and Submission Procedure Position
papers for this committee must be submitted by midnight on August 5th, 2021. Once your
position Background Guide paper is complete, please save the file as your country and
position paper and send it as an attachment in an email, to your committee’s email
address, with the subject heading as your country name and position paper.( File should
be saved as: country_positionpaper) Subject of the mail should be : Country - Position

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNICEF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNICEF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ILO
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Paper Your position papers should be combined into a single PDF or Word document file;
position papers submitted in another format will not be accepted. Each position paper will

be manually reviewed. The email address for this committee is chair.hrc@welhamboys.org

As this is only a two day conference we might not get a chance to cover the secondary
agenda of our committee, i.e. ‘Addressing Child Labor’. Thus most people only submit
position papers for the first agenda. Therefore I request each delegate to submit a position
paper for both agendas.

DOCUMENTATION

Documentation will play a major role in the marking of delegates, as any crisis
management will primarily be done through communiques and directives. The delegates
may send in pre- committee communiques if they wish to wherein they explain their plan of
action. Always keep in consideration that to take an action on any matter regarding
someone, the consent of the particular portfolio is required so make sure that you lobby
accordingly.

Communiques:-
Communiques are of two types: private and public , without any particular format. Private
communiques may be jointly or singularly authored by portfolios who wish to take an
action. The actions taken through private communiques will not be read out to the
committee and the result of the communique may come up as a crisis for the rest of the
committee. Private communiques can be orders that one delegate gives to the other in
order to carry out the operation. Public communiques are sent by a delegate to the rest of
the committee wherein the proposed plan of action is read out to the whole committee.

Directives :-
Directives are plans of actions that will be voted upon by the committee. A directive is a
powerful piece of documentation that has the power to take actions. In order to solve the
crisis, delegates will be expected to pass directives in short notice of time to prevent
further crises from taking place. Since directives are actions that are always put into effect,
make sure that these directives are detailed and have the ability to make the plan
successful. Directives also do not have any particular format but must be given a name,
must have authors and sponsors that are decided by the chairperson.

mailto:chair.unodc@gmail.com
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